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Je a n Pia g e t (in Ka m ii. 1996) the o rize d tha t
kno wle dg e  is  a ctive ly co ns tructe d by the
individua l inte ra cting  with the  e nviro nm e nt, no t
m e re ly tra ns m itte d to  o r a bs o rbe d by the  le a rne r.
Kno wle dg e  do e s  no t e xis t inde pe nde ntly o f the
kno we r, a nd the  individua l co ns tructs  his  o wn
s ys te m  o f kno wle dg e  fro m  his  o wn e xpe rie nce s .
Pia g e t be lie ve d tha t we  ca nno t kno w wha t is  true ,
o r wha t is  “o ut the re ” in the  e xte rna l wo rld, o nly
wha t we  a cco m m o da te  into  o ur o wn s e lf-
co ns tructe d kno wle dg e  (Ka m ii & Ewing , 1996).  
Vyg o ts kia n s o cia l co ns tructivis m  e m pha s ize s  the
s o cia l a s pe cts  o f the  the o ry, s ug g e s ting  tha t
e ve ry functio n in a  child’s  de ve lo pm e nt a ppe a rs
firs t “ inte rps ycho lo g ica lly” (be twe e n pe o ple ) a nd
the n “intra ps ycho lo g ica lly” (ins ide  the  child’s
m ind). Thus , te a che r a nd pe e rs  ta ke  o n a  m o re
ce ntra l ro le  in s o cia l co ns tructivis m  (Vyg o ts ky,
1978).
Vyg o ts ky cla im e d tha t hig he r m e nta l functio ns  a re
a lwa ys  m e dia te d by cultura l to o ls  o r a rtifa cts .
La ng ua g e , co m pute rs , the  Inte rne t, a nd o nline
le a rning  e nviro nm e nts  ca n a ll  be  co ns ide re d
cultura l to o ls  tha t a id inte ra ctio n. The s e  do  no t
s im ply fa cilita te  m e nta l functio ns , but a ls o  s ha pe
a nd tra ns fo rm  the m .
 
In the  s o cia l co ns tructivis m  is  the  s tude nt the
pe rs o n tha t le a rns . Le a rning  is  e xclus ive ly a n
a ctivity o f the  le a rne d. He  co ns tructs  his
kno wle dg e  by him s e lf. In the  s o cia l co ns tructivis m
the  inte ra ctio n with o the rs  (including  the  te a che r)
is  im po rta nt: le a rning  will  be  the  be s t whe n
s tude nts  co o pe ra te  with e a ch o the r.
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