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1. Pa re nt pa rticipa tio n a nd pa re nt e ng a g e m e nt.  
Ba s e d o n m y e xpe rie nce  I wo uld like  to  lo o k a t
m ig ra nt pa re nts  fro m  a no the r po int o f vie w tha n
us ua l us e d in s cho o ls .

In g e ne ra l we  te nd to  m e a s ure  pa re nt invo lve m e nt
in te rm s  o f ho w m uch the y pa rticipa te  in s cho o l
a ctivitie s . Pe rha ps  it is  ne ce s s a ry to  dis ting uis h
pa rticipa tio n fro m  invo lve m e nt.
Pa re nt pa rticipa tio n is  a bo ut a ctivitie s  in the
s cho o l, e .g . he lping  o ut with s cho o l trips , a s s is ting
during  lunchtim e , a s s is ting  re a ding  g ro ups ,
a tte nding  pa re nts  e ve ning s . In Ho lla nd pa re nts
ca n a ls o  ta ke  pla ce  in m o re  fo rm a l ins titutio ns  like
the  Pa re nts  Bo a rd a nd the  Pa rticipa tio n Bo a rd.

A ltho ug h the s e  a ctivitie s  a re  o f co urs e  ve ry
im po rta nt, the y a re  no t the  o nly indica to rs  tha t
pa re nts  a re  e ng a g e d a nd no t the  o nly
po s s ibilitie s  pa re nts  ha ve  to  s uppo rt the ir
childre n’s  le a rning . Pa re nts  a ls o  ca n do  this
a ctive ly a t ho m e , in the  s tre e t, in the
ne ig hbo rho o d a nd the  dis trict whe re  the y live .
Le a rning  is  no t o nly a bo ut s cho o l le a rning . The re
ca n be  a ll  kinds  o f a ctivitie s  in a nd o uts ide  the
s cho o l building  to  s uppo rt childre n’s  le a rning , tha t
a re  o rg a nize d by s e lf o rg a niza tio ns  a nd m ig ra nt
o rg a niza tio ns , but a ls o  by the  pa re nts
the m s e lve s . A l the s e  a ctivitie s  re fe r to  pa re nt
e ng a g e m e nt.
The  m o tiva tio n, inte re s t a nd invo lve m e nt o f
pa re nts  in the  de ve lo pm e nt o f the ir childre n’s
le a rning  is  fa r be yo nd the  pa re nts  pre s e nce  in the
s cho o l building .
 
Pa re nts  e ng a g e m e nt co nta ins  a ll  a ctivitie s  tha t
pa re nts  unde rta ke  to  s uppo rt a nd s tim ula te  the
de ve lo pm e nt o f the ir childre n a t ho m e , o uts ide  o n
the  s tre e t a nd a t s cho o l.
 
2. Pro ble m s : Diffe re nt va lue s  a nd la ck o f s kills .
 

Pa re nts  a re  ve ry co nce rne d a bo ut the
de ve lo pm e nta l pro ce s s  o f the ir childre n, but
s pe cia lly m ig ra nt pa re nts  la ck the  s kills  to
e ffe ctua te  this  co nce rn. Mig ra nt pa re nts  a re  ve ry
m uch a wa re  o f the  fa ct tha t a  g o o d e duca tio n is
the  o ppo rtunity fo r the ir childre n to  a cquire  a
be tte r po s itio n in s o cie ty. The y a ls o  o fte n ha ve
ve ry hig h e xpe cta tio ns  o f s cho o l e duca tio n.
Pa re nts  o f this  ta rg e t g ro up fe e l o fte n pre s s e d by
the ir s urro unding s  to  e xcha ng e  the ir o wn
e duca tio na l s tyle  a nd pra ctice s  fo r tho s e  o f the
ne w s o cie ty the y s ta rte d to  live  in. A s  a
co ns e que nce  the y be co m e  ins e cure . The  s uppo rt
the y we re  us e d to  o ffe r fro m  the ir o wn pe rs pe ctive
a nd fra m e  o f re fe re nce  no  lo ng e r s a tis fie s . The y
the re fo re  te nd to  withho ld this  s uppo rt, in s pite  o f
the  hig h e xpe cta tio ns  the y ha ve  fo r the ir childre n.  
A n A ntille a n m o the r co m pla ine d: “  I do n’t kno w
wha t to  do ; ho w do  I de a l with m y childre n, ho w do  I
de a l with s cho o l a nd m y ne ig hbo urs ? I wa nt the
be s t fo r m y child, but ho w ca n I re a ch it?”   Mig ra nt
pa re nts  o fte n ha ve  a  lo t o f wo rrie s  a nd do ubts
a bo ut ra is ing  a nd e duca ting  childre n in Dutch
s o cie ty. The  e duca tio na l g o a ls  in the  s o cia l
s urro unding s  o f the  m ig ra nt child te nd to  diffe r a
lo t fro m  the  e duca tio na l a nd pe da g o g ica l g o a ls  o f
the  s cho o l. Em pha s izing  a uto no m y, individua lity,
inde pe nde ncy, ta king  initia tive s , m a king
de cis io ns  a nd cho ice s  - a s  va lua te d in We s t
Euro pe a n s o cie ty – s till  a re  no t ve ry m uch
a ppre cia te d a nd the re fo re  no t s tim ula te d by
m ig ra nt pa re nts . A nd e ve n whe n the y a cce pt the s e
va lue s , pa re nts  la ck the  s kills  to  s uppo rt the ir
childre n in the ir de ve lo pm e nt to  s e lf-re g ula tio n
a nd s e lf-co ntro l. This  is  by the  wa y a ls o  the
pro ble m  o f a  lo t o f pro fe s s io na ls  in e duca tio n.
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