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De we y, Vyg o ts ky, Brune r a nd Ba khtin’s  the o rie s
fo rm  the  ba ckg ro und fo r the  pe da g o g ica l ide a s  in
cre a ting  a  s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n, which
tra ve rs e  la ng ua g e , culture  a nd e nviro nm e nt a nd
ha s  re le va nce  to  the  le a rning  pro ce s s . Tha t is , a n
a ng le  o n pa re nt co o pe ra tio n tha t fo cus e s  o n
biling ua l pupils ’ e duca tio na l a nd la ng ua g e
de ve lo pm e nt, whe re  it is  the  pe da g o g ica l wo rk
with pupils  tha t fo rm  the  s ta rting  po int a nd
fo unda tio n fo r s cho o l/ ho m e  co o pe ra tio n.  
Biling ua l pa re nts  a re  e nco ura g e d to  g e t invo lve d
in the  pupils ’ e xpe rie nce s  with re s pe ct to  cre a ting
co he re nce  be twe e n s cho o l a nd ho m e  in the
e duca tio na l pro ce s s .  This  co nne ctio n is  a n
im po rta nt s te p in the  pupils  unde rs ta nding  o f ho w
pro fe s s io na l kno wle dg e  g a ine d a t the  s cho o l, ca n
be  co m bine d with the ir o wn pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce s .
A t the  s a m e  tim e , this  co he s io n ca n co ntribute  to
the  unde rs ta nding  o f the  wo rld the y live  in. Us e  o f
the  co nce pt “e xpe rie nce ” s ho uld be  vie we d,
re s pe ctive ly, bo th fro m  the  pupils  a nd the
pa re nta l pe rs pe ctive . In re la tio n to  the  pupils  the
co nce pt m us t be  unde rs to o d a s  a  pa rt o f the
pe da g o g y a nd a s  a  ba s is  fo r le a rning . Ho we ve r, in
re la tio n to  the  pa re nts , the  co nce pt is  unde rs to o d
a s  pa rt o f the  e xcha ng e  o f pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce s ,
which will  fo rm  the  ba s is  fo r a  co m m o n cro s s
cultura l unde rs ta nding .
 
It ca n be  difficult to  a cquire  kno wle dg e  unde r
s cho o l co nditio ns  whe n the  s che m e  o f thing s  the
pupils  m e e ts  a t s cho o l, a re  no t co nfirm e d in
e ve ryda y life . Pupils  with diffe re nt a bilitie s ,
culture s , la ng ua g e s , ba ckg ro unds  a nd pre m is e s ,
m us t, in s pite  o f the s e  diffe re nce s , a tte nd s cho o l
to  a cquire  kno wle dg e  individua lly a nd
co m m una lly.  Educa tio n m us t the re fo re  be
pe rce ive d a s  tha t, which ca n he lp pupils  le a rn to
us e  cultura l to o ls  to  fo rm  m e a ning s  a nd a  s e ns e
o f re a lity, in o rde r to  a djus t to , a nd he lp cha ng e
the  wo rld the y live  in.
  Fo r Brune r, Vyg o ts ky a nd Ba ktin, la ng ua g e  a nd
co m m unica tio n a re  the  m a in co nditio ns

to  e na ble  le a rning  a nd thinking  to  ta ke  pla ce .
Co m m unica tio n is  the  g a te wa y be twe e n culture s
a nd hum a n tho ug ht, whe re  we  us e  la ng ua g e  to
unde rs ta nd a nd think fo r o urs e lve s  a nd to  e xpre s s
o ur tho ug hts  to  o the rs . The re fo re , la ng ua g e
be co m e s  ce ntra l in the  le a rning  pro ce s s  a nd in
linking  ne w kno wle dg e  to  e xis ting  kno wle dg e .
Co ns e que ntly, if biling ua l pupils  a re  to  im pro ve
the ir le a rning , co o pe ra tio n be twe e n s cho o l a nd
the  ho m e  is  o f prim e  im po rta nce  to  the  pupils ’
le a rning  pro ce s s e s . It de m a nds  fo rm s  o f
co m m unica tio n a nd o f s ha re d e xpe rie nce s , a  la ck
o f the s e  will  be  a  hindra nce . In this  pe rs pe ctive ,
s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n is  no  lo ng e r jus t a bo ut
info rm ing  the  pa re nts . It is ,  a bo ut cre a ting
a ctivitie s  a nd e nviro nm e nts , whe re  pupils ,
pa re nts  a nd te a che rs  co m e  into  co nta ct a nd fo rm
a  dia lo g ue  a nd whe re  pupils  a nd pa re nts  g e t to
kno w the  s cho o ls  te xtbo o ks  a nd e quipm e nt. The
m o s t im po rta nt is  no t ne ce s s a rily to  be
una nim o us , but to  de ve lo p a  m utua l
unde rs ta nding  a nd e s ta blis h co m m o n
de no m ina to rs .   Fo r De we y, Brune r a nd Vyg o ts ky,
s ubje cts  a re  built a ro und a ctio n ba s e d e xpe rie nce ,
but o nly Vyg o ts ky a nd Brune r s e e  the  s ubje cts  a s
a n e xpre s s io n o f cultura l re pre s e nta tio ns . One  o f
Brune r’s  ce ntra l the s e s  o n e duca tio n is  tha t the
s cho o l is  no t cultura lly de ta che d. Educa tio n its e lf
do e s  no t s ta nd a lo ne  a nd ca nno t be  o rg a nis e d a s
if it do e s . It e xis ts  within a  culture , a nd culture  is
a ls o  a bo ut po we r, dis tinctio n a nd re wa rd. This
e nta ils  tha t e duca tio n is  ne ve r ne utra l a nd
witho ut s o cia l a nd e co no m ic co ns e que nce s  - it will
a lwa ys  be  po litica l. Educa tio n is , in this  wa y, a n
e s s e ntia l m a te ria lis a tio n o f o ne  culture ’s  wa y o f
life  a nd no t jus t a  pre pa ra tio n fo r it. The  s ubje cts
ta ug ht, the  m e nta lity a nd the  s po ke n re g is te rs
tha t a re  e nco ura g e d in the  pupils  ca nno t be
s e pa ra te d fro m  ho w the  s cho o l is  s itua te d in the
pupils ’ l ife  a nd a bilitie s . Cultura lly the  m o s t
im po rta nt s ubje ct in s cho o l is  the  s cho o l its e lf.
(Brune r)  
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 In a dditio n to  the  co nte xt o f le a rning , the  s o cia l
a s pe ct o f le a rning  a ls o  include s  the  pupils ’
cultura l ba g g a g e  a nd is  a  ce ntra l pa rt o f the
le a rning  pro ce s s  its e lf. The re fo re , the
o rg a nis a tio n o f co m m unitie s  in s pe cific s itua tio ns
cre a te s  the  s pa ce  whe re  le a rning  in re s pe ct o f the
pupils  a nd unde rs ta nding  in re s pe ct o f the
pa re nts  ca n unfo ld. Brune r s ug g e s ts  re thinking
the  cla s s  ro o m  a s  a  g ro up who  te a ch e a ch o the r
a nd the  te a che r a s  the  o ne  who  o rche s tra te s  a nd
e nco ura g e  pa rticipa tio n. The  o nly ins tructio n is
tha t whe n it co m e s  to  hum a ns ’, le a rning  is  a n
inte ra ctive  pro ce s s  whe re  hum a ns  le a rn fro m
e a ch o the r a nd no t jus t fro m  ‘s ho w a nd te ll ’. Brune r
s pe a ks  o f ta le nt a nd po s s ibilitie s , whe re  the
pupils  le a rn diffe re nt wa ys  to  us e  the ir
co ns cio us ne s s  by le a rning  to  m a s te r culture ’s
to o l bo x a nd, he re , la ng ua g e  is  a  ce ntra l pa rt.
Brune r finds  it im po rta nt to  cre a te  tra ditio ns  in
the  cla s s ro o m  a nd to  pa rticipa te  in the  co m m o n
pro ce s s  o f cre a ting  a nd pre s e rving  culture , thus
cre a ting  a  fe e ling  o f co m m unity.  E xp e r i e n c e :        
The  child’s  de ve lo pm e nt o f co nce pts  a nd wo rds
de m a nds  tha t a  num be r o f functio ns  a re
de ve lo pe d, s uch a s , a tte ntio n, lo g ic m e m o ry,
a bs tra ctio n, co m pa ris o n a nd dis tinctio n. A ll  the s e
co m plica te d ps ycho lo g ica l pro ce s s e s  ca nno t be
pe rce ive d a s  s im ple  m e m o ry o r le a rning  by he a rt
(Vyg o ts ky) but the  e xpe rie nce  ca n be  us e d a s  a
to o l o f co ntro l in pe da g o g y a nd a s  a  principle  in
the  o rg a nis a tio n o f te a ching  a nd the  s cho o l/ho m e
co o pe ra tio n.
  The  to o l o f co ntro l is  ra the r co m ple x, in tha t, the
e xpe rie nce  ha s  to  be  pe rce ive d a s  the  s ta rting
po int o f pro ficie ncy, s e lf-co ntro l, e xpe rie nce ,
kno wle dg e  a nd le a rning . The  ve rba l
(co m m unica tio n, dia lo g ue , la ng ua g e  a nd
s to ryte lling ) is  the  ce ntra l to o l. This  a pplie s  to  the
pupils  a s  a  ba s is  fo r the ir de ve lo pm e nt o f re s pe ct,
trus t, re fle ctio n a nd m e dia tio n o f le a rning  a nd to
the  pa re nts  in the  unde rs ta nding  o f the  s cho o l’s
va lue s  a nd pra ctice s . It a ls o  a pplie s  to
pro fe s s io na l a nd info rm a l s itua tio ns  a nd be ing
a ble  to  e xpre s s  a g re e m e nt a nd dis a g re e m e nt in
cla s s , a s  we ll a s  to  the  pro ce s s  whe re  the  pupils
a da pt, re fle ct a nd co m m unica te  the ir e xpe rie nce s .
He re , the  pa re nts  a ct a s  s uppo rte rs  in the ir na tive
la ng ua g e  a nd in re la tio n to  the  pupils ’ e a rlie r
e xpe rie nce s  a s  we ll a s  the  fa m ily’s  pre s e nt a nd
s ha re d e xpe rie nce s .

   The  purpo s e  o f including  the  s ha re d e xpe rie nce s
is  tha t the y fo rm  the  ba s is  fo r diffe re ntia tio n, fo r
the  co m m unity o f dis co urs e  a nd e xpe rie nce  a nd
fo r a  de m o cra cy which tra ns ve rs e s  the  individua l,
s o cia l a nd cultura l upbring ing s . By im ple m e nting
the  e xpe rie nce  in the  da ily le s s o ns  the  pupils  g e t
the  o ppo rtunity to  pro ce s s  a nd re fle ct upo n the ir
s ha re d e xpe rie nce s  bo th ve rba lly a nd in writing
with the  te a che rs , e a ch o the r a nd the ir pa re nts .
Thus , the  pa re nts ’ pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce ,
ba ckg ro und, la ng ua g e , a nd culture  be co m e
re s o urce s  tha t influe nce  the  le a rning  pro ce s s  o f
the  pupils . Fro m  this  po int o f vie w, the  pupils  g e t
the  o ppo rtunity to  furthe r pro ce s s  a nd re fle ct
upo n the ir e xpe rie nce s  in the ir o wn la ng ua g e . With
the  he lp fro m  pa re nts  the y ca n co m pa re  the m  with
e a rlie r pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce s . In this  pe rs pe ctive
the  pe da g o g ica l m e a ning  o f e xpe rie nce  be co m e s
funda m e nta l a nd fo rm s  the  ba s is  o f the  pe da g o g y
a nd the  s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n.  
This  pla ce s  the  pe da g o g ica l thinking  a s  a  kind o f
pe da g o g y o f e xpe rie nce  whe re  the  co nce pt
“e xpe rie nce ” is  the  ce ntra l dim e ns io n fo r
co m m unica tio n a nd dia lo g ue . A s  a  co ns e que nce  o f
this  vie w o f pe da g o g y, De we y’s  the o ry, o n ho w o ne
a cquire s  kno wle dg e  thro ug h pa rticipa tio n in
pra ctica l le a rning  a ctivitie s  a nd thro ug h the
re la tio n with o the r pe o ple , be co m e s  m o s t ce ntra l.
Cre a ting  the  po s s ibility o f a  s ha re d e xpe rie nce  fo r
the  pupils  a nd the  pa re nts  is  no t e no ug h; a t the
s a m e  tim e  the  te a che r a ls o  ha s  to  ha ve  a  g o a l
which re quire s  a  pla n a nd a  m e tho d o f a ctio n fo r
the  pupils  to  de ve lo p le a rning .
 T h e  t e a c h e r            Be s ide s  s um m o ning  m e e ting s  a nd
a rra ng e m e nts , the  te a che r a ls o  ha s  to
co ns cio us ly pla n a nd o rg a nize  the  e xpe rie nce
s itua tio ns  in o rde r to  s uppo rt a n inte ra ctio n which
ta ke s  a dva nta g e  o f individua l ve rba l, writte n a nd
pra ctica l re s o urce s . This  is  va lid bo th in re s pe ct o f
the  pupils ’ fo unda tio n o f le a rning  but a ls o  in
re s pe ct o f the  pa re nts ’ fo unda tio n fo r
unde rs ta nding . The  wa y in which the  te a che r
o rg a nize  the  te a ching  o f the  pupils  a nd co o pe ra te
with the  pa re nts  ca n e ithe r furthe r o r hinde r s o cia l
re la tio ns . This  m e a ns  tha t be s ide s  vie wing  the
e xpe rie nce  a s  a  fo unda tio n fo r dia lo g ue , the
o rg a niza tio n a nd the  te a che r’s  influe nce  a nd
unde rs ta nding  ha ve  to  m e e t the  e xpe cta tio ns  tha t
the  childre n a nd
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a dults  ha ve  fro m  the  culture  a nd s o cie ty which
the y a re  a  pa rt o f. The s e  a re  e s s e ntia l fa cto rs  fo r
the  s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n to  ha ve  a n im pa ct o n
the  pupils ’ le a rning  pro ce s s e s .  T h e  p a r e n t s  a s            
s u p p o r t e r s        
A s  the  fo llo wing  e xa m ple  will  i l lus tra te :
 
The  te a che r g ive s  the  pupil a n e xtra ct fro m  the
te xtbo o k to  re a d a t ho m e .
The  fo llo wing  da y the  pupil re a ds  the  pie ce  a lm o s t
fla wle s s ly. But whe n the  te a che r a s ks  wha t the
pie ce  is  a bo ut, the  pupil be co m e s  s ile nt.
The  te a che r e xpla ins  tha t the  pupil ha s  to  re a d a nd
dis cus s  the  pie ce  with he r m o the r.
The  pupil co m m e nts  tha t he r m o the r do e s  no t
unde rs ta nd Da nis h.
The  te a che r e m plo ys  the  s itua tio n to  po int o ut
tha t it is  im po rta nt tha t the  pupil s pe a ks  with he r
m o the r in the ir na tive  la ng ua g e  a nd e xpla ins  tha t
he r m o the r ca n he lp he r unde rs ta nd the  te xt. The
fo llo wing  da y the  pupil is  a ble  to  bo th re a d the  te xt
a nd te ll  the  s to ry.

The  e xa m ple  il lus tra te s  ho w im po rta nt the  ro le  o f
the  m o the r is  in the  de ve lo pm e nt o f the  child’s
unde rs ta nding  o f co nce pts . By including  the
m o the r, a s  a  pe rs o n o f m o re  kno wle dg e  a nd a s
s uppo rt fo r the  child in the  le a rning  pro ce s s  in
the ir s ha re d na tive  la ng ua g e , the  pupil will  re fle ct
a nd e xpa nd his  o r he r unde rs ta nding  o f co nce pts .
The  pa re nts  will  a ls o  be  include d a s  a n im po rta nt
pa rt o f the ir child’s  le a rning  pro ce s s . The
re co g nitio n o f the  na tive  la ng ua g e  a nd the  cultura l
no rm s  will  s tre ng the n the  child’s  m o tiva tio n fo r
le a rning  a nd de ve lo pm e nt. It will  a ls o  s tre ng the n
the  pa re nts ’ inte re s t a nd invo lve m e nt in the
Da nis h e duca tio na l s ys te m .  The  fra m e wo rk o f the
cla s s
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