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A culture stipulates with other social factors such
as line,socialclass,age and education the
identity ofa person.When people live together
theyinfluence each other.They share habits and
ideas with each other and on this way there arise
a culture.Culture is everything what people do and
make,how they look,what they thinkand feel.
Simultaneously every person has their own
identity.Every person has anidea over who he or
sheis and what’s belongs to him or her.Each
personis differentin whathe or she receives ofa
culture.A culture is not everything determining.

Culture has influence on howpeople live with each
other,butthe way people live with each other also
influence on culture.Culture is not certain;it
develops,like people develop.The term culture
canbe definedinalotofmanners,butyoucansee
culture in the behaviour of men.

Culture has big influence in the way of thinking, of
behaving,and on the world viewofa person.
According to Hagendoorn (1986) culture can be
considered as asystem ofrules,codes and
symbols tointerpretevents and human actions.
Pinto (1990)is defining culture:

Anevolving system ofgeneration on generation
passed rules upon which a group ofpeople (who
feelthemselves memberofthis group] —
frequently unconscious —obeys, that moreover a
reference frameworkis for the behaviour and world
view.

Not everything is however stipulated by culture,
because also personal (character) aspects have
influence inthe manner howa person thinks and
acts.Moreover the nature plays,a universal and
innate aspect,arole inthe behaviourofpersons.
The culture stands in fact between the nature and
the personality.

In this module the next definition of culture is
used:All those expressions inlanguage,pictures,
behaviour,religion,art,
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music,etc.to which people borrow their identity
and as aresultofwhich they belong to a group or
community.Cultural expressions bind and
distinguish people.Characterising for cultures is
thatthey are never static,but always change
under the influence ofcircumstances andin
exchange with other cultures.Mok & Reinsch
(1999] Inthe meeting between teachers and
parents,cultural perception and identity meet.
Schoolinfluences both ™ from outside "and ™ from
the inside "onthe development ofidentity.The
schoolrepresents inacertain waythe society and
fulfils an important function in passing on
knowledge and values which are in this of
usefulness.The schoolis howeveralso a place
where anindividual contracts intimate,personal
relations that more orless direct ofinfluence can
beonmeaning -and design ofidentity. This
module has beenintended for students ofthe
“teacher training institute”.

Aim ofthe module:

e The studentexamines ownvalues,standards

and cultural context and learns to recognise
differences with the aim of deepening the
contacts with parents in the interest ofthe
school-career ofthe child

e The studentpractises skillsinthe field of

intercultural conversation



