
Identity and culture
By H.J. de Looper

A  culture  s tipula te s  with o the r s o cia l fa cto rs  s uch
a s  line , s o cia l cla s s , a g e  a nd e duca tio n the
ide ntity o f a  pe rs o n. Whe n pe o ple  live  to g e the r
the y influe nce  e a ch o the r. The y s ha re  ha bits  a nd
ide a s  with e a ch o the r a nd o n this  wa y the re  a ris e
a  culture . Culture  is  e ve rything  wha t pe o ple  do  a nd
m a ke , ho w the y lo o k, wha t the y think a nd fe e l.
S im ulta ne o us ly e ve ry pe rs o n ha s  the ir o wn
ide ntity. Eve ry pe rs o n ha s  a n ide a  o ve r who  he  o r
s he  is  a nd wha t’s  be lo ng s  to  him  o r he r. Ea ch
pe rs o n is  diffe re nt in wha t he  o r s he  re ce ive s  o f a
culture . A  culture  is  no t e ve rything  de te rm ining .
 
Culture  ha s  influe nce  o n ho w pe o ple  live  with e a ch
o the r, but the  wa y pe o ple  live  with e a ch o the r a ls o
influe nce  o n culture . Culture  is  no t ce rta in; it
de ve lo ps , l ike  pe o ple  de ve lo p. The  te rm  culture
ca n be  de fine d in a  lo t o f m a nne rs , but yo u ca n s e e
culture  in the  be ha vio ur o f m e n.
Culture  ha s  big  influe nce  in the  wa y o f thinking , o f
be ha ving , a nd o n the  wo rld vie w o f a  pe rs o n.
A cco rding  to  Ha g e ndo o rn (1986) culture  ca n be
co ns ide re d a s  a  s ys te m  o f rule s , co de s  a nd
s ym bo ls  to  inte rpre t e ve nts  a nd hum a n a ctio ns .
Pinto  (1990) is  de fining  culture :

A n e vo lving  s ys te m  o f g e ne ra tio n o n g e ne ra tio n
pa s s e d rule s  upo n which a  g ro up o f pe o ple  (who
fe e l the m s e lve s   m e m be r o f this  g ro up) –
fre que ntly unco ns cio us  – o be ys , tha t m o re o ve r a
re fe re nce  fra m e wo rk is  fo r the  be ha vio ur a nd wo rld
vie w.

No t e ve rything  is  ho we ve r s tipula te d by culture ,
be ca us e  a ls o  pe rs o na l (cha ra cte r) a s pe cts  ha ve
influe nce  in the  m a nne r ho w a  pe rs o n thinks  a nd
a cts . Mo re o ve r the  na ture  pla ys , a  unive rs a l a nd
inna te  a s pe ct, a  ro le  in the  be ha vio ur o f pe rs o ns .
The  culture  s ta nds  in fa ct be twe e n the  na ture  a nd
the  pe rs o na lity.

In this  m o dule  the  ne xt de finitio n o f culture  is
us e d: A ll  tho s e  e xpre s s io ns  in la ng ua g e , picture s ,
be ha vio ur, re lig io n, a rt,

m us ic, e tc. to  which pe o ple  bo rro w the ir ide ntity
a nd a s  a  re s ult o f which the y be lo ng  to  a  g ro up o r
co m m unity. Cultura l e xpre s s io ns  bind a nd
dis ting uis h pe o ple . Cha ra cte ris ing  fo r culture s  is
tha t the y a re  ne ve r s ta tic, but a lwa ys  cha ng e
unde r the  influe nce  o f circum s ta nce s  a nd in
e xcha ng e  with o the r culture s . Mo k & Re ins ch
(1999)   In the  m e e ting  be twe e n te a che rs  a nd
pa re nts , cultura l pe rce ptio n a nd ide ntity m e e t.
S cho o l influe nce s  bo th ` fro m  o uts ide  ' a nd ` fro m
the  ins ide  ' o n the  de ve lo pm e nt o f ide ntity. The
s cho o l re pre s e nts  in a  ce rta in wa y the  s o cie ty a nd
fulfils  a n im po rta nt functio n in pa s s ing  o n
kno wle dg e  a nd va lue s  which a re  in this  o f
us e fulne s s . The  s cho o l is  ho we ve r a ls o  a  pla ce
whe re  a n individua l co ntra cts  intim a te , pe rs o na l
re la tio ns  tha t m o re  o r le s s  dire ct o f influe nce  ca n
be  o n m e a ning  - a nd de s ig n o f ide ntity.   This
m o dule  ha s  be e n inte nde d fo r s tude nts  o f the
“te a che r tra ining  ins titute ”.

A im  o f the  m o dule :

The  s tude nt e xa m ine s  o wn va lue s , s ta nda rds
a nd cultura l co nte xt a nd le a rns  to  re co g nis e
diffe re nce s  with the  a im  o f de e pe ning  the
co nta cts  with pa re nts  in the  inte re s t o f the
s cho o l- ca re e r o f the  child

The  s tude nt pra ctis e s  s kills  in the  fie ld o f
inte rcultura l co nve rs a tio n
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