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The  s ig nifica nt ho m e  influe nce  o n s cho o l le a rning
is  s ta te d in m a ny s tudie s .
On the  o ne  ha nd the y us ua lly a ckno wle dg e  the
im po rta nt ro le  o f pa re nts ’ s o cia l be ha vio ur in the
de ve lo pm e nt o f a  child’s  co g nitive  co m pe te ncie s .

Tra ditio na lly, re s e a rche rs  ha ve  s ug g e s te d tha t
pa re nt-child inte ra ctio ns  ha ve  a  dire ct e ffe ct o n a
child’s  pe rfo rm a nce  o n inte lle ctua l ta s ks . Ho we ve r
s o m e  o f re s e a rche rs  ha ve  co nvince d tha t a  child’s
s o cia l be ha vio ur m ig ht a ls o  influe nce  the
co g nitive  g a ins  tha t a re  m a de . A s  the y a rg ue : “the
ro le  o f a  child’s  s o cia l be ha vio ur in fa cilita ting
co g nitive  g a ins  m ig ht be  a  critica l fa cto r in
e xpla ining  the  link be twe e n pa re nt-child
inte ra ctio n a nd co g nitive  de ve lo pm e nt” [We ntze l
K.R., Fe ldm a n S .S ., 1993, p.186].

On the  o the r ha nd re s e a rche rs  pre s e nt the
finding s  by which we  kno w tha t “ho m e  a nd s cho o l
s o cia l/ins tructio na l e nviro nm e nts  re quire  m o re
a da ptive  le a rning  o f s tude nts  tha n do  o the rs
be ca us e  s o m e  ho m e  e nviro nm e nts  a re  m o re
s ynchro no us  with the  co nte xt o f s cho o l” [McCa s lin
M.M., Murdo ck T.B., 1991, p.252].

In the  lig ht o f the s e  a nd m a ny o the r vie ws  o ne
co uld s a y tha t s tro ng  s cho o l-ho m e  re la tio ns hips
a re  bo th – we lco m e  a nd co ns tra ining  while
thinking  o f m ulticultura l principle s  tha t g ive  the
g ro und o f pe a ce ful co nditio ns  o f s o cia l l ife . The y
a re  we lco m e  due  to  pro viding  childre n with g o o d
a da pta tio n to  the  culture  a ro und, a nd the y a re  no t
if we  wa nt childre n to  m a inta in dis ta nce  fro m
do m ina nt culture . The re fo re  the  o nly wa y to  m a ke
the s e  o ppo s ite  te nde ncie s  o f unde rs ta nding  o f
ho m e -s cho o l co -o pe ra tio n a g re e d, s e e m s  to  be
s cho o l-fa m ily pa rtne rs hip de ve lo pe d in a  fo rm  o f
i n t e r c u l t u r a l  d i a l o g u e                    

In a cco rda nce  to  this  vie w we  pre s e nt s o m e  o f the
o ppo rtunitie s  fo r dia lo g ica l a ctio n by pa re nts  a nd
te a che rs , fa m ilie s  a nd s cho o ls  tha t m ig ht pro vide
with s tude nts ’ s ucce s s .

Ho we ve r, while  thinking  o f pa re nta l invo lve m e nt we
s e e  the ir ro le  a s  citize ns . It re quire s  a  bro a de r
fo cus  o n pa re nta l a ctivity within the  e duca tio n a nd
s o cia l s ys te m  tha n s im ply a  co ns ide ra tio n o f the ir
re la tio ns hips  with the ir o wn child’s  s cho o l. “A
re le va nt, but o fte n ne g le cte d, phe no m e no n is  the
g ro wth o f lo ca l g ro ups  a ro und e duca tio na l is s ue s ,
a nd the  e xpe rie nce s  o f tho s e  pa re nts  invo lve d”
[Vince nt, 2000, p.xi]. Due  to  this  ho m e  – s cho o l co -
o pe ra tio n a nd a ll  the  a ctivitie s  pro po s e d in be lo w
o ug ht to  be  pe rce ive d a s  a  s o urce  o f bo th s o cie ta l
a nd e duca tio na l, e co no m ic a nd cultura l cha ng e s .  
The  ro le  o f pa re nts  in le a rning  o f the  child is
e xplicitly e xpre s s e d in s cho o l, fa m ily, a nd
co m m unity pa rtne rs hips , s pe cific ne two rk in which
m o s t be ne fits  a re  re ce ive d by the  child. The
pa re nts  a re  no t the  o nly pe o ple  re s po ns ible  a bo ut
e duca tio n o f the ir child.

The y initia te  cre a tio n o f s uch ne t o f fa m ily, s cho o l
a nd lo ca l co m m unity m e m be rs  thro ug h s e nding
the ir child to  s cho o l o r o the r e duca tio na l e ntitie s ,
a nd fe e ling  invo lve d in bo th his /he r e duca tio n a nd
a ls o  s cho o l a nd co m m unity life .

The  re s po ns ibility is  s ha re d a nd a ll  pa rtne rs
re a lize  tha t the y a re  co nne cte d in m utua l
o blig a tio ns , the  pa rtne rs hips  co m po s e d by the ir
co ntributio ns  a nd a dva nta g e s , in which m o s t
be ne fits  be lo ng  a  child a nd by which s o cia l ca pita l
is  s till  incre a s ing . Mo s t o f co nce ptio ns  o f ho m e -
s cho o l-co m m unity pa rtne rs hips  e xpre s s  this
is s ue , fo r e xa m ple  Jo yce  L. Eps te in’s  the o ry o f
o ve rla pping  s phe re s  o f influe nce  [Eps te in e t a l.,
1997].

The s e  pa rtne rs hips  ca ll  co -o pe ra tio n pe rfo rm e d in
the  fe e ling  o f co he re nce  o f pa rtne rs ’ a im s  a nd
type s  o f a ctivitie s . S uch co nditio ns  pla y
s ig nifica nt ro le  in va rio us  unde rs ta nding s  o f
‘e duca tio na l pa rtne rs hips ’ by A la s ta ir Ma cbe th,
S ta nis la w Ro g a la  a nd o the rs . Ma cbe th’s  de finitio n
o f s uch pa rtne rs hip e xpo s e s  a  fa ct, tha t it is  a
m ixture  o f inte rde pe nde nce
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a nd a uto no m y. This  a ls o  m e a ns  m utua l be ne fit fo r
pa rtne rs  in the ir co -o pe ra tio n. But s im ila rly, the re
m us t be  re co g nitio n o f s o m e  inde pe nde nce  a nd
o the r re s po ns ibilitie s .

Ro g a la ’s  pa rtne rs hip m e a ns  m utua l o blig a tio ns ,
to o . But with re s pe ct o f individua l’s  va lue s , a nd
wo rk to g e the r with s im ila r e xpe cta tio ns  a bo ut the
re s ults  o f co -o pe ra tio n [Ro g a la , 1989, pp.10-12].
The  ‘e duca tio na l pa rtne rs hip’ is  o fte n na m e d “a
m ixture  o f inte rde pe nde nce  a nd a uto no m y o f
pa rtne rs ” [Ma cbe th, 1995, pp.50-51].   The  fo llo wing
Pra ctica l e xa m ple s  g ra s ps  m a ny a s pe cts  o f a
phe no m e no n o f pa rtne rs hip, a nd the y dra w the
la nds ca pe  o f s cho o l / fa m ily / co m m unity co -
o pe ra tio n tha t is  de s ire d in the  lig ht o f re a lity in
which pa re nts , te a che rs  a nd we  a ll  a ct. The y a re
ro o te d in ba ckg ro und m e ntio ne d a bo ve  a nd the y
g e ne ra te  s o m e  o ppo rtunitie s  to  turning  the  a bo ve
a im s  into  pra ctice . Ho pe fully, the y will  m o ve  a
ca s ca de , tha t will  a llo w the  firs t e duca to rs
(pro s pe ctive  a nd s tude nt te a che r) to  e duca te
the ir m ultiplica to rs  pro viding  pe o ple  with
kno wle dg e  a nd s kills  o n ho w to  do  a nd ho w to  g e t
e duca tio na l pa rtne rs hip do ne .
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