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The  ide a  o f “s kills  fo r pa rtne rs hips ” is  a n A m e rica n
co nce pt whe re  diffe re nt s cho o ls  ha ve  co ntribute d
with the ir ide a s  a bo ut “s kills  fo r pa rtne rs hips ”
be twe e n pa re nts  a nd te a che rs .

A n e xa m ple  o f a  pa rtne rs hip is  the  fo llo wing  lis t o f
s kills  fo r pa rtne rs hip in m a the m a tics : -      
Co m m unica te  with pa re nts  a bo ut ho w to  co nta ct
the  m a th te a che r; co nduct pa re nt-te a che r
co nfe re nce s ; a nd pro vide  info rm a tio n to  pa re nts
a bo ut s tude nts ’ m a th pro g re s s  be twe e n re po rt
ca rds ;
-       Co nduct wo rks ho ps  o n m a th s kills  a nd s cho o l
e xpe cta tio ns ; a nd
-       Invite  pa re nts  to  a s s e m blie s  to  ce le bra te
m a th a chie ve m e nts .
-       The  s tudy s ug g e s ts  tha t e le m e nta ry a nd
s e co nda ry s cho o ls  tha t invo lve  fa m ilie s  in
s tude nts ’ m a th le a rning  in a  va rie ty o f wa ys  a re
like ly to  pro duce  hig he r s tude nt pe rfo rm a nce  o n
s ta nda rdize d m a th te s ts .
S he ldo n, S . B. & Eps te in, J. L. (2001).
 
Eps te in wo rks  with s ix type s  o f invo lve m e nt which
a re  ne ce s s a ry to  re la te  to  g a in s ucce s s ful
pa rtne rs hips :
-       Pa re nting : a s s is t fa m ilie s  with pa re nting  s kills
a nd s e tting  ho m e  co nditio ns  to  s uppo rt childre n
a s  s tude nts . A ls o  a s s is t s cho o ls  to  be tte r
unde rs ta nd fa m ilie s
-       Co m m unica tio n: Co nduct e ffe ctive
co m m unica tio ns  fro m  s cho o l-to -ho m e  a nd fro m
ho m e -to -s cho o l a bo ut s cho o l pro g ra m s  a nd
s tude nt pro g re s s .
-       Vo lunte e ring : Org a nize  vo lunte e rs  a nd
a udie nce s  to  s uppo rt the  s cho o l a nd s tude nts .
Pro vide  vo lunte e r o ppo rtunitie s  in va rio us
lo ca tio ns  a nd va rio us  tim e s .
-       Le a rning  a t Ho m e : Invo lve  fa m ilie s  with the ir
childre n o n ho m e wo rk a nd o the r curriculum -
re la te d a ctivitie s  a nd de cis io ns .
-       De cis io n m a king : Include  fa m ilie s  a s
pa rticipa nts  in s cho o l de cis io ns  a nd de ve lo p
pa re nt le a de rs  a nd re pre s e nta tive s  -      
Co lla bo ra ting  with the  co m m unity: co o rdina te
re s o urce s  a nd s e rvice

fro m  the  co m m unity fo r fa m ilie s , s tude nts  a nd the
s cho o l, a nd pro vide  s e rvice s  to  the  co m m unity.
(Eps te in e t. A l. 2002) The  s ix type s  o f invo lve m e nt
co uld be  us e d to  re fle ct upo n a nd to  cre a te  o ne s
o wn lis t o f s kills  fo r pa rtne rs hip.  
Whe re  “s kills  fo r pa rtne rs hip” is  re la te d to
pa re nta l s uppo rt in g e ne ra l, it co uld be  e qua lly
re le va nt to  lo o k a t the  s kills  fo r pa rticipa ting  in a n
inte rcultura l co nte xt. Byra m  (1997) divide s  wha t
he  re fe rs  to  a s  inte rcultura l co m pe te nce  in thre e
dim e ns io ns : Kno wle dg e , a ttitude s  a nd s kills . A ll
thre e  dim e ns io ns  ca n a g a in be  divide d in a
ling uis tic a nd a  cultura l pa rt. He re  I will  o nly lo o k a t
the  cultura l pa rt.
  The  fo llo wing  lis t pre s e nts  s o m e  o f the  m o s t
im po rta nt e le m e nts  o f the  cultura l dim e ns io ns  o f
the  inte rcultura l co m pe te nce :

A t t i t u d e s :           curio s ity a nd o pe nne s s , re a dine s s  to
s us pe nd be lie f a bo ut o the r culture s  a nd be lie f in
o ne ’s  o wn
K n o w l e d g e :           o f s o cia l g ro ups  a nd the ir pro ducts
a nd pra ctice s  in o ne ’s  o wn a nd in o ne ’s
inte rlo cuto r’s  co untry a nd o f the  g e ne ra l
pro ce s s e s  o f s o cie ta l a nd individua l inte ra ctio n
S k i l l s  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  r e l a t i n g :                                     a bility to
inte rpre t a  do cum e nt o r e ve nt fro m  a no the r
culture  to  e xpla in it a nd re la te  it to  do cum e nts
fro m  o ne ’s  o wn
S k i l l s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n :                                     a bility
to  a cquire  ne w kno wle dg e  o f a  culture  a nd cultura l
pra ctice s  a nd the  a bility to  o pe ra te  kno wle dg e ,
a ttitude s  a nd s kills  unde r co ns tra ints  o f re a l-tim e
co m m unica tio n a nd inte ra ctio n
C r i t i c a l  c u l t u r a l  a w a r e n e s s /p o l i t i c a l                                  
e d u c a t i o n :           a n a bility to  e va lua te  critica lly a nd
o n the  ba s is  o f e xplicit crite ria  pe rs pe ctive s ,
pra ctice s  a nd pro ducts  in o ne ’s  o wn a nd o the r
culture s  a nd co untrie s
S k i l l s  o f  a s k i n g  r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s                                    S k i l l s     
o f  c o m p a r i n g  r e l a t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t                                 
s o c i e t i e s          S k i l l s  t o  m a k e  c o n t a c t  w i t h                          
p e o p l e :     
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Ta lk to  the m  a nd le a rn a bo ut the re  ha bitus
(Byra m , 2001 p. 231 (It is  Byra m ’s  co nclus io n in
Ro be rts  e t.a l 2001) a nd Ris a g e r 2004)   The re  a re
in m y o pinio n s e ve ra l im po rta nt is s ue s  in this  lis t.
Firs t o f a ll  it bring s  into  fo cus  ho w m a ny a s pe cts
a re  re la te d to  cultura l co m pe te nce  a nd the
im po rta nce  in tra ining  the s e  co m pe te ncie s .
S e co ndly, it is  a  crucia l po int tha t s o m e  o f the
s kills  a re  e a s ie r le a rne d a t s cho o l e .g . “s kills  o f
inte rpre ting  a nd re la ting ”. Othe r s kills , o n the
o the r ha nd, a re  e a s ie r le a rne d in na tura l
e nviro nm e nts  e .g . “s kills  o f dis co ve ry a nd
inte ra ctio n” a nd “s kills  to  m a ke  co nta ct with
pe o ple ”. If we  tra ns fe r this  to  pa re nta l s uppo rt, o ne
co uld que s tio n the  e ffe ct o f a  no rm a l dia lo g ue
be twe e n te a che r a nd pa re nts  in the  s cho o l
co nte xt. (No rm a lly in De nm a rk the  dia lo g ue  ta ke s
pla ce  in a  cla s s ro o m  a ro und a  ta ble  with o ne  o r
two  te a che rs  a nd the  pa re nts ). Ma ybe  we  ca n o nly
re a ch a n e qua l pa rtne rs hip in a no the r co nte xt
o uts ide  s cho o l which co uld be  in pupils ’ ho m e s , o r
in a  m o re  ne utra l e nviro nm e nt. Ko fo e d (2005)
po ints  o ut tha t it is  im po rta nt to  m a ke  co nta ct
with the  pa re nts  in o the r e nviro nm e nts  tha n in the
cla s s ro o m :   “Pa re nta l s uppo rt is  no  lo ng e r a
que s tio n o f info rm ing  pa re nts  a bo ut the  s cho o l
but a  que s tio n o f cre a ting  a ctivitie s  a nd
e nviro nm e nts  whe re  s tude nts , pa re nts  a nd
te a che rs  ha ve  the  po s s ibility to  g e t in co nta ct a nd
dia lo g ue  with e a ch o the r, a nd whe re  s tude nts  a nd
pa re nts  g e t to  kno w the  s cho o l culture  (Ko fo e d
2005, p.96)
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