
The framework of the class
Bruner, Vyg ot sky, Bakht in and Dewey’s t heories f orm t he backg round of  a st udy of  a
recept ion class in order t o demonst rat e how t he school/home cooperat ion can inf luence
t he biling ual pupils’ learning  processes. From t he out set , t he pupils of  t he recept ion class
have no qualif icat ions in t he Danish lang uag e.

The  childre n ha ve  a rrive d in the  co untry in m a ny
diffe re nt wa ys  but the  co m m o n de no m ina to r is
tha t the y do  no t s pe a k o r unde rs ta nd Da nis h. The
re ce ptio n cla s s e s  a im  fo r a  funda m e nta l
a cquis itio n o f a  s e co nd la ng ua g e  by fo llo wing  a
s pe cia lize d co urs e  o f la ng ua g e  s cho o ling . The
re ce ptio n cla s s e s  a re  divide d into  M-0 which
re ce ive s  childre n be lo ng ing  to  kinde rg a rte n, M-1 is
fo r childre n in 1. to  3. g ra de , M-2 is  fo r 4. to  7. g ra de
a nd M-3 is  fo r 8. to  10. g ra de . The re  a re  no  m o re
tha n 12 pupils  pe r cla s s  a nd the  cla s s e s  a re
dis tribute d to  s cho o ls  a ro und the  m unicipa litie s .
The  pupils  ca n a tte nd the  cla s s e s  fo r two  ye a rs
a nd a re  the n pa s s e d o n to  a n o rdina ry cla s s  a t a
s cho o l within the ir s cho o l dis trict in the
m unicipa lity.  
The  s tudy is  fo unde d o n a na lys e s  o f inte rvie ws  o f
the  pa re nts  o f pre s e nt a nd fo rm e r pupils  in the  M-
1 cla s s . It hig hlig hts  the  pa re nts ’ a ttitude  to wa rds
the  s cho o l, the ir pa rticipa tio n in s cho o l/ho m e
a rra ng e m e nts  a nd we a the r the  pa re nts  thro ug h
the  s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n ha ve  be e n pro vide d
with the  to o ls  to  pa rticipa te  in the ir childre n’s
le a rning  pro ce s s e s .
 
Furthe rm o re , the  s tudy is  a ls o  ba s e d o n
o bs e rva tio ns  o f s e le cte d s cho o l/ho m e
a rra ng e m e nts  in a  4-ye a r pe rio d. The
o bs e rva tio ns  il lus tra te  ho w the  te a che r, thro ug h
g o a l-dire cte d fo cus  o n the  e xpe rie nce  in the
s cho o l/ho m e  a rra ng e m e nts , cre a te s  a  s pirit o f
co m m unity a m o ng  pupils , pa re nts  a nd te a che rs  -
a  g ro und fo r dia lo g ue . By inquiring  a bo ut the
pupils ’ lo g  bo o ks  during  the  inte rvie w it is
unco ve re d ho w the  lo g  bo o ks , a lo ng  with the
co m pute r, m e dia te s  le a rning  a nd be co m e s  to o ls
fo r the  pa re nts  in the  pupils ’ le a rning  pro ce s s e s .
  Eve n tho ug h the  s tudy is  ca rrie d o ut in a n M-1
cla s s , the  pe da g o g y is  o f a  g e ne ra l na ture . 

Thre e  te a che rs  a re  a tta che d to  the  cla s s  a nd two
o f the s e  te a che rs  ha ve  g o ne  thro ug h
s upple m e nta ry e duca tio n in ‘Da nis h a s  a  s e co nd
la ng ua g e ’. The s e  two  te a che rs  ca rry o ut m o s t o f
the  le s s o ns  in cla s s  a nd the re fo re  it is  a ls o  the m
who  pa rticipa te  in the  s cho o l/ho m e  co o pe ra tio n.
Be s ide  the  re g ula r te a che r’s  le s s o ns  the  cla s s
a ls o  g e ts  fo ur ho urs  a  we e k with a n Urdu-s pe a king
te a che r. This  m e a ns  tha t two  te a che rs  a re  pre s e nt
in cla s s  twe lve  le s s o ns  a  we e k.  P u p i l s  a n d        
p a r e n t s     
The  pupils  a nd pa re nts  o f the  re ce ptio n cla s s  do
no t fo rm  a  ho m o g e no us  g ro up but re pre s e nt
individua l pre re quis ite s : Ling uis tica lly, s o cia lly,
cultura lly, re lig io us ly a nd fina ncia lly. This  m e a ns
tha t ne ithe r the  pupils  no r the  pa re nts  ha ve  a
co m m o n s o cia l ide ntity fro m  the  s ta rt. It is
cre a te d by virtue  o f the  pupils , pa re nts  a nd
te a che rs ’ s ha re d inte rna l functio ns . The  s ha re d
s to ry o f the  cla s s  is  thus  im po rta nt in the  cre a tio n
o f s e lf-kno wle dg e  o f the  cla s s ’ a nd the  pa re nts ’.
 
M e e t i n g s , h o m e  v i s i t s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s                                
The re  a re  individua l inte rvie ws  with the  pa re nts
twice  a  ye a r a nd o ne  o f the s e  will  be  co nducte d in
the  ho m e  e nviro nm e nt. The re  a re  a ls o  fo ur
s cho o l/ho m e  functio ns , which a re  a pplie d to  the
s ha re d wo rk pro ce s s  o f the  pupils  a nd pa re nts . A t
le a s t twice  a  ye a r the  pa re nts  a re  invite d to  jo int
e xhibitio ns  o r e ve nts  a t the  s cho o l. Be s ide  the
s che dule d co nta ct with the  pa re nts , the re  will  be
dire ct co nta ct if que s tio ns  o r pro ble m s  s ho uld
a ris e  with the  pupils . The  pa re nts  a re  a lwa ys
we lco m e d in cla s s  fo r pa rticipa tio n o r jus t to
a bs o rb im pre s s io ns .
Co pe nha g e n with the  m us e um s  a nd its
cha ra cte ris tics  o f a  m e tro  po le  is  pa rt o f the
fra m e wo rk o f m e e ting s  a nd tuitio n
 E n r o l l m e n t           The  firs t m e e ting  the  pa re nts  ha ve
with the
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s cho o l is  the  e nro llm e nt o f the ir child. The y a re
we lco m e d by the  te a che r a nd the  principa l a nd via
a n inte rpre te r the y info rm  the  pa re nts  a bo ut the
s cho o l s tructure , g o a ls  a nd the  curriculum . The
pa re nts  re ce ive  a n intro ducto ry le a fle t which is
co m po s e d by the  Municipa lity o f Co pe nha g e n a nd
is  tra ns la te d into  diffe re nt la ng ua g e s . A fte rwa rds
the  pupil a nd the  pa re nts  m e e t the  o the r childre n
in the  cla s s . The  pupils  pre s e nt the m s e lve s , with
na m e , a g e , co untry o f o rig in a nd ho w lo ng  the y
ha ve  be e n in De nm a rk, in Da nis h. The n the  ne w
pupil a nd his /he r pa re nts  pre s e nt the m s e lve s  in
the ir na tive  to ng ue  a nd it is  tra ns la te d via  a n
inte rpre te r.  L e a v i n g  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  c l a s s                         
Whe n le a ving  the  cla s s  the  pa re nts  ha ve  the ir la s t
fo rm a l m e e ting  with the  cla s s . On the  pupils ’ la s t
da y o f s cho o l the  pa re nts  a nd s ibling s  a re  invite d
to  pa rticipa te  in the  le s s o ns . It is  a  s o le m n da y.
The  pupil pre s e nts  his /he r lo g  bo o ks , s o ng bo o ks ,
co untry bo o ks  a nd e ve rything  e ls e  the  pupil ha s
wo rke d with during  cla s s . The  po rtfo lio , which
co ns titute s  pa rt o f the  pupil a nd pa re nts ’ co m m o n
s to ry, will  be  ha nde d o ve r to  the  ne w s cho o l. He re ,
the  ne w te a che r will  g o  thro ug h the  po rtfo lio  with
the  pupil, which g ive s  the  pupil a n o ppo rtunity to
s ho w a nd te ll  a bo ut his /he rs  s cho o l e xpe rie nce s ,
pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce s  a nd a bo ut wha t he /s he  ha s
be e n ta ug ht.
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