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S ince  the  o rig ins  o f  ps ycho lo g ica l a nd
s o cio lo g ica l the o ry a nd re s e a rch in the  twe ntie th
ce ntury, two  a m o ng  the  g re a te s t fo unde r fa the rs
like  De we y a nd Durkhe im  in a  pe rio d o f de e p s o cia l
a nd cultura l cha ng e s , s a w e duca tio n a s  the  o nly
m e a ns  to  cre a te  a nd ke e p a live  the  co he s io n
ne ce s s a ry fo r a  s ha re d ide ntity a nd co lle ctive  life .
The  fo rm e r s ta te d tha t “e duca tio n , in the  bro a de s t
s e ns e , is  the  m e a ns  o f the  s o cia l co ntinuity o f l ife ”
(1997, p. 2); the  la tte r tho ug ht o f the  hum a n be ing s
a s  bo th individua ls  with the ir m e nta l s ta te s  the
m a ke  up the  pe rs o na l l ife , a nd a s  s o cia l be ing s
ca pa ble  a nd willing  to  o ve rco m e  the  lim its  o f the ir
pe rs o na l inte re s ts  a nd de vo te  the m s e lve s  to  the
co m m o n g o o d o f the  who le  s o cie ty; a nd, he  s ta te d,
“to  co ns titute  tha t be ing  in e a ch o f us  is  the  e nd o f
e duca tio n” (1956, p. 72).

Bo th s cho la rs  s e ns e d the  cris is  e duca tio n wa s
unde rg o ing  fo r the  co m ple xity a nd m ultiplicity o f
pro ble m s  co m ing  fro m  ra pid s o cia l cha ng e s  a nd
the  g ro wing  cultura l plura lis m  o n bo th s ide s  o f the
A tla ntic. The n bo th tho ug ht o f e duca tio n a ls o  a s  a
pro ce s s  o f tra ns m itting  fro m  g e ne ra tio n to
g e ne ra tio n a n he rita g e  no t o nly o f ra tio na l o r
pra ctica l kno wle dg e , but a ls o  a  s e t o f s ha re d
va lue s  to  rule  the  inte rpe rs o na l a nd s o cia l-
ins titutio na l l ife  o f a  hum a n g ro up,
no twiths ta nding  the  diffe re nce s  a nd the  cha ng e s
tha t cha ra cte ris e  e ve ry m o de rn s o cie ty.

The  pro ble m  o f re la ting  to  diffe re nce s  be twe e n
culture s  ha s  a s  lo ng  a  his to ry a s  hum a nity its e lf.
It de pe nds  o n the  unive rs a lly hum a n dile m m a
be twe e n the  a ckno wle dg m e nt o f s o m e  fe a ture s
s ha re d by a ll  hum a n be ing s  a s  dis tinct fro m  the
wo rld o f no n-hum a n e ntitie s  (a nim a ls , thing s ), a nd
e a ch hum a n g ro up's  cultura l inve ntio n o f
bo unda rie s  which  de te rm ine  o ne 's  o wn ide ntity
with re s pe ct to  s o m e  "hum a n o the rnne s s " de fine d
o n the  ba s is  o f the  m o s t va rie d fe a ture s , s uch a s
the  co lo ur o f s kin o r la ng ua g e , re lig io n o r po litica l
ide o lo g y. No wa da ys , the  co nta cts  a nd re cipro ca l
kno wle dg e  be twe e n diffe re nt culture s  ha ve  g ro wn
g re a tly, bo th thro ug h living  to g e the r in the  s a m e
te rrito rie s  a nd thro ug h the  s pre a d 

o f co m m unica tio n s ys te m s . A wa re ne s s  o f the
inte rde pe nde nce  be twe e n individua ls , g ro ups  a nd
s o cie tie s  fo r the  s o lutio n o f g lo ba l pro ble m s ,
ho we ve r, s ta nds   to g e the r with ho s tility, e xclus io n,
dis crim ina tio n a nd vio le nce  to wa rds  m ino rity o r
we a ke r g ro ups  in re a l l ife  pra ctice s  a nd in cultura l
pa tte rns .

Inte rcultura l e duca tio n the n is  no t a  to ta lly
s pe cia l is s ue  o r pro ble m  in m o de rn e duca tio n, but
a  pa rticula r e xpre s s io n o f re curre nt dile m m a s
be twe e n a utho rity a nd a uto no m y, tra ditio n a nd
no ve lty, fre e do m  a nd o rde r, individua l ide ntity a nd
be lo ng ing . Inte rcultura l e nco unte rs , e xcha ng e s ,
co nflicts , a re  m uch the  s a m e  a s  tho s e  be twe e n
individua ls  with diffe re nt re lig io us  o r po litica l
be lie fs , o r s e xua l o rie nta tio n, whe n in the ir
co nfro nta tio n s o m e thing  im po rta nt with re s pe ct
to  the  pa rticipa nts ' ide ntity, s uch a s  va lue s , is  a t
s ta ke . S o  the  a im s  a nd m e tho ds  o f inte rcultura l
e duca tio n, a nd o f e duca tio n fo r citize ns hip,
to le ra nce , de m o cra cy, a re  the  s a m e  a s  tho s e  o f
m o ra l e duca tio n in a  co nte xt in which the  functio n
o f co he s io n, which e duca tio n a lwa ys  ca rrie s  o ut
thro ug h the  s ha ring  a nd tra ns m is s io n o f a
co m m o n he rita g e  o f be lie fs  a nd va lue s , ha s  to  be
co m bine d with the  ide a  o f diffe re nce  a nd plura lis m
a s  a n unre no unce a ble  co nque s t.
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