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The  s cho o l la ng ua g e  Pe o ple  fro m  m ino rity
culture s  ca n g e t to  the  re a l citize ns hip o f the ir ne w
co untry no t jus t thro ug h s o m e  fo rm a l
a dm inis tra tive  pa s s a g e s , but thro ug h the  a bility
to  live  the ir da ily life  in the  ne w s o cia l co nte xt
witho ut fe e ling  burde ne d o r ha ndica ppe d by the ir
o wn culture  a nd ha bits . This  culture  a nd ha bits
do n’t ha ve  to  be  s ubs titute d o r cha ng e d by the
m a ins tre a m  o ne s , but, a t the  s a m e  tim e , the y
s ho uld no t re pre s e nt a  s hie ld a g a ins t o r a n
o bs ta cle  to  the  re a l inte g ra tio n in the  ne w s o cie ty.

L2 la ng ua g e  le a rning : a  prio rity fo r g o o d
co m m unica tio n a m o ng  citize ns

Pre -a s s um ptio n fo r the  s o cia l inte g ra tio n a nd a ny
kind o f dia lo g ue s  is , o f co urs e , the  s ufficie nt
m a s te ring  o f the  na tura l la ng ua g e  o f the  lo ca l
s o cie ty. The  a cquis itio n, by the  m ino rity pa re nts ,
o f ba s ic kno wle dg e  o f the  lo ca l la ng ua g e  s ho uld,
the re fo re , be  the  firs t is s ue  fo r po licy m a ke rs  in
bo th fie lds  o f s o cia l s cie nce s  a nd e duca tio n.

Te a ching  the  na tura l la ng ua g e  o f a  s o cie ty, a s  a  L2
la ng ua g e , to  a  ne w(ly a rrive d) citize n re quire s
g re a te r a bilitie s  tha n o rdina ry la ng ua g e  te a ching .
By the  L2 la ng ua g e  ins tructio n, the  m ino rity
pe o ple  s ho uld le a rn m uch m o re  tha n the
la ng ua g e : the y s ho uld a ckno wle dg e  a nd
unde rs ta nd co m m o na litie s  a nd diffe re nce s
be twe e n the  ho m e  culture  a nd the  lo ca l o ne ,
who s e  la ng ua g e  do e s  no t re pre s e nt jus t a  to o l fo r
co m m unica tio n in tha t s pe cific s o cie ty. To  le a rn a
la ng ua g e  is  to  e nte r a  ne w culture , in the  bro a de s t
po s s ible  s e ns e . This  is  true  in g e ne ra l, but it
s ho uld be  co ntinuo us ly re m e m be re d by L2
la ng ua g e  te a che rs  whe n m ino rity pe o ple  a re
invo lve d in the  le a rning  pro ce s s .

Ling uis tic kno wle dg e : ne ce s s a ry but no t s ufficie nt
co nditio n fo r g o o d ID dia lo g ue

L2 la ng ua g e  le a rning  s ho uld be  s e e n by cultura l
m ino ritie s  a s  a  to o l to  co m m unica te , unde rs ta nd
a nd de a l with bo th the  o the r citize ns  a nd the  ne w
s o cie ty. The  la ng ua g e  a cquis itio n s ho uld

the re fo re  re pre s e nt the  firs t s te p to wa rds  a  m o re
m e a ning ful kno wle dg e  o f the  s o cia l e nviro nm e nt
a nd its  pe culia r ba s ic s ys te m s : the  a dm inis tra tive
s ys te m , the  e co no m ic s ys te m , the  la bo r s ys te m ,
the  e duca tio na l s ys te m , e tc. On e a ch o f the s e
a re a s , pa rts  o f the  lo ca l culture , m ino ritie s  (in
g e ne ra l) a nd m ino rity pa re nts  (in pa rticula r)
s ho uld re ce ive  the  re le va nt ling uis tic ins tructio n
(te rm ino lo g y), a nd a de qua te  info rm a tio n a nd
e duca tio n (rule s , ha bits , e tc.). Who s e  s ho uld be
the  m a in co nce rn?

S cho o l la ng ua g e  unde rs ta nding : a  ne ce s s ity fo r
pa re nts  to  co m m unica te  to  te a che rs  a nd o the r
pa re nts

Pa re nts  o f pupils  fro m  m ino rity g ro ups  m e e t
g re a te r difficultie s  to  co m m unica te  a bo ut a nd in
the  s cho o l tha n o the r pa re nts  fo r s e ve ra l re a s o ns :
a pa rt the  la ng ua g e  its e lf, it is  the ir cultura l a nd
s o cia l (quite  o fte n dis a dva nta g e d) ba ckg ro und
a nd the ir diffe re nt vie ws  a bo ut e duca tio n a nd
s cho o ling  to  m a ke  it difficult to  de ve lo p a  g o o d
inte rcultura l dia lo g ue  be twe e n the m  a nd o the r
pa re nts  a nd te a che rs . Mino rity pa re nts  ne e d to
le a rn a bo ut the  la ng ua g e  s po ke n whe n s cho o l a nd
e duca tio n a re  co nce rne d: s o m e tim e s , wo rds  a nd
s e nte nce s  co uld ho ld diffe re nt m e a ning  whe n
us e d in the  s tre e t o r in the  s cho o l.

S cho o l la ng ua g e : a  s e t o f diffe re nt ling uis tic
re g is te rs  a nd co de s  The  co m m unica tio n a bo ut
a nd in the  s cho o l is  a ffe cte d by s e ve ra l diffe re nt
ling uis tic re g is te rs , with the ir o wn pe culia r co de s :
the  a bility to  de a l with the  s o cie ta l a nd cultura l
ling uis tic re g is te rs  be ing  a  pre m is e , the
unde rs ta nding  o f the  s pe cific l ing uis tic re g is te rs
a nd co de s  us e d whe n s cho o l rule s  a nd s ubje ct
m a tte rs  a re  co nce rne d is  ne ce s s a ry fo r a n
e ffe ctive  m ino rity pa re nts  / o the r pa re nts  a nd
m ino rity pa re nts  / te a che rs  dia lo g ue .

The  im ple m e nta tio n o f e duca tio na l pla ns  in vie w o f
a  fa ir a cquis itio n o f the  s cho o l
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la ng ua g e  by m ino rity pa re nts  is  the re fo re
a bs o lute ly ne ce s s a ry. Who s e  is  the  re s po ns ibility
to  a ns we r this  de m a nd? Na tio na l, re g io na l a nd
lo ca l a utho ritie s  in the  fie ld o f e duca tio n s ho uld
pro vide , with a  g e ne ra l fra m e wo rk fo r a ctio n a nd, o f
co urs e , a de qua te  fina ncing . Pa re nts  a s s o cia tio ns
a nd ins titutio ns  a ctive  with m ino ritie s  s ho uld, in
turn, dra w a ctio n pla ns  tha t co uld co pe  with the
s pe cific ne e ds  o f the  cultura l a nd s o cia l co nte xt
whe re  the ir a ctio ns  a re  to  be  im ple m e nte d. The
a bo ve  a ctio n pla ns  s ho uld, the re fo re , no t be
g e ne ra l, but ro o te d in ide a s  o rig ina te d by a nd
ne e ds  a ris e n fro m  dis cus s io ns  de ve lo pe d within
s pe cific m ino rity g ro ups  in a  g ive n e duca tio na l
a re a .
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