
The use of moral dilemmas
T he use of  t he dilemma met hod in a lot  of  dif f erent  cont ext s demonst rat ed t hat  it  can
cont ribut e t o promot ing  not  only moral development , but  also some cog nit ive,
communicat ive and af f ect ive capacit ies t hat  are basic t o a democrat ic discourse and
cult ure, f ocusing  on mult iplicit y of  values, t olerance, neg ot iat ion, avoidance of  conf lict .

While  hypo the tica l dile m m a s  o f a  Ko lbe rg ’s  kind

fo cus  a tte ntio n to  the  m o ra l-co g nitive  dim e ns io n

in a  m o re  dis e ng a g e d a nd a bs tra ct wa y, dile m m a s

s pe cific to  the  fa m ily o r/a nd s cho o l co nte xt ca n be

us e d to  hig hlig ht the  who le  s e t o f m o ra l

im plica tio ns  to g e the r with cle a r fa ctua l

info rm a tio n a nd ba ckg ro und kno wle dg e  a bo ut the

co nte xt, ca us e s  a nd de ve lo pm e nts , po s s ible

a lte rna tive  co urs e s  o f a ctio n, ins titutio na l

s o lutio ns , e tc.

In tha t wa y, the  m e tho d ca n he lp:

Be co m ing  a wa re  o f a nd re fle cting  o n o ne ’s  o wn
s e ns e  o f va lue s , no rm s  a nd m o tive s

Expre s s ing  a nd jus tifying  a rg um e nts

Re co g nis ing  s o cia l co nflicts , va lue  a nd no rm
co nflicts , a nd the  co m pe ting  de m a nds
a cco m pa nying  the m

Co m ing  to  te rm s  with dis s e nt a nd co ntro ve rs y

Que s tio ning  the  pre m is e s  a nd im plica tio ns  o f
the  re la tio ns hip be twe e n a ctio ns , de cis io ns  a nd
the ir jus tifica tio ns

Co m pa ring  po s itio ns , a ctio ns  a nd de cis io ns  a nd
e va lua ting  the m  a g a ins t cre dible  crite ria

Be ing  a wa re  o f a nd ta king  into  a cco unt the
e ffe cts  o n the  o the rs

Expe rie ncing  the  e fficie ncy o f dis curs ive
s tra te g ie s  o f re s o lving  co nflicts  in a  de m o cra tic
wa y.
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