
Voices for an ideal debate on morality and
education
Analyse t he f ollowing  excerpt s f rom writ ing s about  moral values and educat ion. W hat
could be drawn f rom t hem as most  import ant  t o g round commonly ag reed principles f or
living  t og et her?

“Hum a n be ing s  a re  co nne cte d a t a  de e p le ve l
which is  o cca s io na lly e xpe rie nce d by tho s e  who
tra ns ce nd the  bo unda rie s  a nd lim ita tio ns  o f
o rdina ry pe rce ptio n”  (p. 104). The  fe e dba ck o f
lo ving  tho ug hts  a nd a ctio ns  is  lo ve  a nd jo y, while
ha tre d a nd bitte rne s s  bre e d is o la tio n a nd s o rro w”
(Lo rim e r 1990, p. 267)
 
We re  we  to  e m pa thize  e qua lly with e ve ryo ne , we
m ig ht a ffe ctive ly o ve rlo a d […] a nd wo uld
chro nica lly e xpe rie nce  the  pa ra lys is  a nd a g o ny o f
no t kno wing  who m  to  he lp firs t. […] No ne the le s s ,
le t us  co ns ide r the  po s s ibility tha t o ur o s te ns ible
hum a n s ta te  o f individua l s e pa ra tio n a nd lo ca l
e ffe cts  be lie s  a  de e pe r inte rco nne cte dne s s . [….]
Pe rha ps , jus t a s  jus tice  pre s uppo s e s  ca ring ,
individua lity pre s uppo s e s  re la te dne s s . Is
m o ra lity ultim a te ly lo ve  a nd co nne ctio n?
Gibbs  J.C. 2003, p. 240
 
Think o f a  co untry whe re  … a  m a n is  fe lt pro ud o f
do uble -cro s s ing  a ll  the  pe o ple  who  ha d be e n
kinde s t to  him . Yo u m ig ht jus t a s  we ll try to
im a g ine  a  co untry whe re  two  a nd two  m a ke  five .
Me n ha ve  diffe re d a s  re g a rds  wha t pe o ple  yo u
o ug ht to  be  uns e lfis h – whe the r it wa s  o nly yo ur
o wn fa m ily, o r yo ur fe llo w co untrym e n, o r
e ve ryo ne . But the y ha ve  a lwa ys  a g re e d tha t yo u
o ug ht no t to  put yo urs e lf firs t. S e lfis hne s s  ha s
ne ve r be e n a dm ire d.
Le wis  C.S . 1943, p. 5
 
[The re  is ] “urg e nt ne e d fo r a  co he re nt m o ra l vo ice
tha t cuts  thro ug h the  m o ra l plura lis m , [which]
re quire s  a  co ns e ns us  a bo ut ce rta in co re  va lue s ”.
[…] Mo s t a dults  e ve rywhe re  wa nt the ir childre n to
be  re s pe ctful o f o the rs , ho ne s t, fa ir-m inde d,
co m pa s s io na te  a nd re s po ns ible ” Willia m  Da m o n
a nd A nne  Co lby
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