
Value-education: Goals and instruments
Analyse t he f ollowing  excerpt s f rom writ ing s about  moralit y and educat ion. W hich among
t hem would you be willing  t o def end as most  import ant  in a discussion about  t he ways t o
implement  a value educat ion prog ram in a mult icult ural cont ext ?

Mo ra l re la tio ns hips  a re  “the  m o s t e g re g io us
pro ble m s  o f o ur tim e ” a nd re quire  “to
a cco m m o da te  pe rs pe ctive s  fro m  g ro ups  o the r
tha n the  do m ina nt” … Mo ra l e duca tio n
pro fe s s io na ls  ha ve  to  bre a k thro ug h the  ca m ps  o f
lo ya lty to  diffe re nt a ppro a che s  to  m o ra l e duca tio n
in o rde r to  wo rk “m o re  co lla bo ra tive ly” o n o ffe ring
“s o m e  m o re  po s itive , the o re tica lly co he re nt,
co m pre he ns ive  g uida nce ” to  m o ra l e duca to rs  fo r
pra ctica l a ctivity. Dwig ht Bo yd:
 
The  cha lle ng e  fo r us  a s  m o ra l e duca to rs  is  to  find
in his to ry a nd in o ur im a g ina tio ns  ide a s  o f
co m m unity tha t will  be  us e ful to  o ur s tude nts ,
who s e  cha lle ng e  will  be  to  cre a te  g e nuine
co m m unitie s  o f unlike  pe o ple .
A nne  Hig g ins -D’A le s s a ndro :
 
The  re g e ne ra tio n o f co m m unity a nd o f “co m m una l
va lue s ” is  “the  m o ra l cha lle ng e  o f the  pre s e nt
tim e ” a nd a  ce ntra l ro le  is  a s s ig ne d to  s cho o l “ in
no uris hing  s o cia l/m o ra l m a turity” in pre pa ra tio n
fo r “pa rticipa nt co m m unitie s ”
Ja m e s  Je m m ing s :
 
Mo ra l e duca tio n pro g ra m m e s  ha ve  no t e ng a g e d
with po we r a nd privile g e  a nd ha ve  pe rpe tua te d the
s ta tus  quo , fa iling  “to  m a ke  a  re a l diffe re nce  in the
wo rld a t la rg e ” S uch pro g ra m m e s  ha ve  s e e n
“e duca tio n a s  a  functio n o f s o cie ty”, pre pa ring  the
yo ung  to  upho ld its  ba s ic principle s . Ins te a d a
critica l e duca tio n is  re quire d, o ne  which s e e s
“s o cie ty a s  a  functio n o f e duca tio n” [Mo ra l
pe da g o g y m us t be ] “co nce rne d a bo ut pro m o ting
hum a n dig nity, fre e do m  a nd libe ra tio n fo r a ll” a nd
s e ns itive  to  culture , dive rs ity, a nd “tho s e  o n the
m a rg ins ” s o  a s  to  re de fine  “the  la ng ua g e  a nd
a s s um ptio ns  o f the  s ta tus  quo ”
Ma rk Ta ppa n a nd Lyn Mike l Bro wn:
   “ If a  pe rs o n pe rce ive s  a  wa y o f l ife  a s  e s s e ntia l to
the ir ide ntity, the n the y fe e l tha t the y o ug ht

to  a ct a cco rding ly” […] “A  m a jo r ta s k fo r m o ra l
e duca tio n is  bring ing  childre n to  pe rce ive  m o ra lity
a nd va lue s  a s  a n im po rta nt pa rt o f the ir ide ntity”
Mo rde ca i Nis a n:  
Our co nvictio ns  a re  fo rg e d within the  crucible  o f
pe rs o na l e xpe rie nce  a nd fro m  the  wis do m
tra ns m itte d to  us  by fa m ily m e m be rs , o ur
re lig io us  tra ditio ns , a nd life  le s s o ns  le a rne d fro m
a  s ig nifica nt te a che r o r m e nto r (p. 20)
S chwa rtz A .J. 2002, p. 20
 
The  be s t a nd m o s t e nduring  le a rning  in m o ra l
m a tte rs  is  like ly to  co m e  whe n co g nitive  a nd
a ffe ctive  ca pa citie s  a re  de ve lo pe d to g e the r a nd in
co njunctio n with re a l s itua tio ns  o f ca ring , ta king
a nd ca rrying  re s po ns ibilitie s , s ha ring  a nd o the r
e xpre s s io ns  o f co ns ide ra tio n to wa rd o the rs
Ro dg e r, xxxx, p. 33 

If o ur s tude nts  a re  do ing  le s s  we ll a ca de m ica lly
pe rha ps  it is  a t le a s t pa rtly be ca us e  o ur s cho o ls
a re  de vo ting  m o re  o f the ir re s o urce s  to  m e e ting
the  no n-a ca de m ic ne e ds  o f s tude nts  Elkind, 1995,
p. 14 

“S cho o ls  ca nno t s ho ulde r the  e ntire
re s po ns ibility the m s e lve s ; no r ca n the y
co ntribute  in a ny m e a ning ful wa y is  the y s e t
the m s e lve s  a pa rt fro m  the  re s t o f the  co m m unity”
… S cho o ls  s ho uld jo in with “fa m ilie s , churche s ,
yo uth pro g ra m m e s  a nd o the r co m m unity
o rg a niza tio ns  to  pro vide  a  cle a r a nd co he re nt s e t
o f e xpe cta tio ns  fo r yo ung  pe o ple ”.  Willia m  Da m o n
a nd A nne  Co lby:
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