
Right or Wrong here, there, everywhere
Consider t he f ollowing  behaviours, and t hen judg e

  Co ns ide r the  fo llo wing  be ha vio urs , a nd the n
judg e :

a ) whe the r the y a re  rig ht o r wro ng  a cco rding  to
yo ur va lue s  (firs t co lum n);
b) whe the r the y ca n be  judg e d rig ht o r wro ng  in
culture s  diffe re nt fro m  yo urs  (s e co nd co lum n); c)
whe the r the y wo uld be  rig ht o r wro ng
inde pe nde ntly fro m  cultura l cho ice s .

In a  s cho o l, a  g irl  dre w a  picture . One  o f the
cla s s m a te s  ca m e , to o k it a nd to re  it. (A W – BW)  

Two  pe o ple  a pplie d fo r a  jo b. One  o f the m  wa s  a
re la tive  o f the  inte rvie we r. Be ca us e  the y we re
re la tive s , he  wa s  g ive n the  jo b a ltho ug h the  o the r
m a n did be tte r o n the  e xa m . (A W – BW)   

A  m a n ha d a  wife  who  wa s  s te rile . He  wa nte d to
ha ve  two  wive s . He  a s ke d his  firs t wife  a nd s he
s a id s he  did no t m ind. S o  he  m a rrie d a  s e co nd
wo m a n a nd the  thre e  o f the m  live d ha ppily in the
s a m e  ho us e . (A D – BNW)   

A  le tte r a rrive d a ddre s s e d to  a  fo urte e n-ye a rs -o ld
s o n. Be fo re  the  bo y re turne d ho m e , his  fa the r
o pe ne d the  le tte r a nd re a d it. (A W – BD)   

A  le tte r a rrive d a ddre s s e d to  a  fo urte e n-ye a rs -o ld
s o n.  Be fo re  the  bo y re turne d ho m e , his  fa the r
o pe ne d the  le tte r a nd re a d it. (A W – BD)   

A  fa the r to ld his  s o n to  s te a l flo we rs  fro m  his
ne ig hbo ur’s  g a rde n. The  bo y did it. (A W – BW)   

A  be g g a r wa s  be g g ing  fro m  ho us e  to  ho us e  with
his  wife  a nd s ick child. A  ho m e o wne r dro ve  him
a wa y witho ut g iving  him  a nything  (A D – BNW)

The re  wa s  a  rule  in a  ho te l: Inva lid a nd dis fig ure d
pe rs o ns  a re  no t a llo we d in the  dining  ha ll. (A W –
BW) 

A  m a n ha d a  m a rrie d s o n a nd a  m a rrie d da ug hte r.
A fte r his  de a th, his  s o n cla im e d m o s t o f the
pro pe rty. His  da ug hte r g o t a  little . (A W – BNW)   

Im m e dia te ly a fte r m a rria g e , a  s o n wa s  a s ke d by
his  pa re nts  to  live  in the  s a m e  ho us e  with the m .
The  s o n s a id he  wa nte d to  live  a lo ne  with his  wife
a nd tha t he  a nd his  wife  de cide d to  live  in a no the r
to wn a nd  s e a rch fo r wo rk the re . (A NW – BD)   

A  bo y pla ye d fo o tba ll  o ut o f s cho o l. The  te a che r
to ld the  bo y’s  fa the r a nd the  fa the r wa rne d the  bo y
no t to  do  it a g a in. But  the  bo y did it a g a in a nd the
fa the r be a t him . (A W – BNW)   

Yo u we nt to  a  m o vie . The re  wa s  a  lo ng  line  in fro nt
o f the  ticke t windo w. Yo u bro ke  into  line  a nd s to o d
a t the  fro nt. (A W – BW)   

A  yo ung  m a rrie d wo m a n we nt a lo ne  to  s e e  a  m o vie
witho ut info rm ing  he r hus ba nd. Whe n s he  re turne d
ho m e , he r hus ba nd s a id: “If yo u do  it a g a in, I will
be a t yo u bla ck a nd blue ”. S he  did it a g a in; he  be a t
he r. (A W – BNW)   

Once  a  do cto r’s  da ug hte r m e t a  g a rba g e  m a n, fe ll
in lo ve  with him  a nd de cide d to  m a rry him . The
fa the r o f the  g irl  o ppo s e d the  m a rria g e  a nd trie d
to  s to p it be ca us e  the  bo y wa s  a  g a rba g e  m a n. In
s pite  o f the  o ppo s itio n fro m  the  fa the r, the  g irl
m a rrie d the  g a rba g e  m a n; (A NW – BW)   

A  po o r m a n we nt to  the  ho s pita l a fte r be ing
s e rio us ly hurt in a n a ccide nt. A t the  ho s pita l, the y
re fus e d to  tre a t him  be ca us e  he  co uld no t a ffo rd to
pa y. (A W – BW)  

S ix m o nths  a fte r the  de a th o f he r hus ba nd, the
wido w wo re  je we lle ry a nd brig ht-co lo ure d clo the s .
(A NW – BW)   

A  fa the r s a id to  his  s o n: “If yo u do  we ll o n the  e xa m ,
I will  buy yo u a  pe n”. The  s o n did we ll o n the  e xa m ,
but his  fa the r did no t g ive  him  a nything . (A W – BW)  

L e g e n d    

A W =Wro ng  fo r A m e rica ns ; A NW =No t wro ng  fo r
A m e rica ns ; A D=A m e rica ns  dis s e nt a m o ng  the m .
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BW=Wro ng  fo r Bra hm a ns ; BNW=No t wro ng  fo r
Bra hm a ns ; BD=Bra hm a ns  dis s e nt a m o ng  the m .

S o urce : S hwe de r e t a l. (1991) – Re duce d
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