
Study Circles Method
“Building  T he Orient at ion T owards t he Idea of  Bridg ing  Home and School”  as t he st udy
circle concept

The  s tudy circle s  m e tho d is  a  co m m o n m e tho d o f
a dult, no n-fo rm a l e duca tio n. The  purpo s e  o f this
e duca tio n co rre s po nds  ve ry we ll with the  ide a  o f
Inte rcultura l Dia lo g ue  be twe e n m ig ra nt fa m ilie s
(e s pe cia lly pa re nts ) a nd s cho o ls . It co nce ntra te s
o n dis s e m ina tio n o f kno wle dg e  to  dis a dva nta g e d
g ro ups , the re by incre a s ing  the ir le ve l o f
e duca tio n.

In the  lig ht o f the  ide a  o f “Go o d ID” the  s tudy circle s
m ig ht be  a  m e tho d o f m ig ra nt pa re nts ’ s e lf-
e duca tio n e m po we ring  the m  a nd m a king  the m
m o re  ce rta in in the ir e ve ryda y-life  a ctivitie s  in
ne w s o cia l m ilie u.   
“A tte nding  a  s tudy circle  is  a  pa rticipa to ry a nd
dyna m ic pro ce s s  ba s e d o n the  e xpe rie nce  o f the
pa rticipa nts , the  s kills  o f the  s tudy circle  le a de r
a nd the  qua lity o f the  s tudy m a te ria l. This  pro ce s s
re pre s e nts  this  unique  pe da g o g ica l m e tho d o f the
s tudy circle . A s  o ppo s e d to  co nve ntio na l
e duca tio n tha t is  ba s e d o n a  hie ra rchica l m o de l, in
which the  te a che r dis s e m ina te s  kno wle dg e  fro m
the  to p do wn, a  s tudy circle  invo lve s  inte ra ctio n in
which a ll  pa rticipa nts  co ntribute .

A  s tudy circle  is :
- fre e  a nd vo lunta ry s tudie s  o f co nditio ns  a nd
o ppo rtunitie s  fo r hum a nity, s o cie ty, wo rking  life ,
na ture  a nd culture  in the  s urro unding s
- to  unde rs ta nd the  s tre ng th, po we r a nd ple a s ure
in cre a ting  s o m e thing  to g e the r
- to g e the r with o the rs , be  a ble  to  a cquire  ne w
kno wle dg e  a nd to  s crutinize  co nditio ns  with a  vie w
o f de ve lo ping  the ir o wn s o cie ty.

In the  s tudy circle s , wo rk is  built a ro und the
pa rticipa nts ’ s e a rch fo r kno wle dg e  a cco rding  to
the ir o wn ne e ds  a nd inte re s ts . Wo rk is
cha ra cte rize d by de m o cra tic va lue s  whe re  the
individua l’s  e xcha ng e  o f e xpe rie nce  a nd a na lys is
a re  the  g uiding  fa cto r. The  s tudie s  de pe nd o n
a ctive  co ntributio n fro m  the  pa rticipa nts  in the
pla nning  a nd im ple m e nta tio n o f the  wo rk.

A  s tudy circle  is  a  s m a ll g ro up o f pe o ple  (no rm a lly
be twe e n 7-12 pa rticipa nts ) who  during  a  ce rta in
tim e  pe rio d re pe a te dly m e e t a nd ca rry o ut
pla nne d s tudie s  unde r the  le a de rs hip o f a n
a cce pte d le a de r.

The  m a in fa cto rs  a re : the  pa rticipa nts  e xpe rie nce s
a nd s kills , a  s tudy pla n o r s pe cia lly pro duce d
s tudy m a te ria l, A  we ll-info rm e d a nd tra ine d le a de r
who  is  m a inly re s po ns ible  fo r the  s tudy circle
wo rk” [Kinds trö m , 2002, p.6].    The  o rie nta tio n is
m e a nt he re  a s  a  s e t o f be lie fs , e s tim a tio ns ,
kno wle dg e , va lue s , a ttitude s , a nd be ha vio ra l
te nde ncie s  – the  te rm  is  us e d a fte r Ma re k
Zio lko ws ki [Ko ra le wicz J., Zio lko ws ki M., 1990].
 
The  o rie nta tio n to wa rds  the  ide a  o f bridg ing  ho m e
a nd s cho o l
(s e t o f the  fo llo wing  co m po ne nts )
 

Be lie fs  (a bo ut e duca tio n, s cho o l, a nd m utua l
o blig a tio ns )

Es tim a tio n (re s ults  o f co m pa ring  ho m e -s cho o l
re a lity to  the  ide a l s ta te )

Kno wle dg e  (pa re nts : a bo ut s cho o l; te a che rs :
a bo ut ho m e )

Va lue s  a nd a ttitude s  (to  a  child a s  a  s tude nt, to
his /he r do uble -wo rld m ilie u: ho m e  a nd s cho o l;
pa re nts  to  te a che rs , te a che rs  to  pa re nts )

Be ha vio ura l te nde ncie s  (to  a ctive  o r pa s s ive
be ha vio ur in re la tio n to  s cho o l / to  ho m e )

Ea ch pa rt o f this  s e t de pe nds  o n individua l’s
e xpe rie nce s , co ns cio us  a nd no n-co ns cio us  ne e ds ,
e tc. The n incre a s e  o f a  pa rtne rs hip o rie nta tio n ha s
to  ba s e  o n e duca tio na l pro ce s s  co nce rning
pe o ple , who  pla y the ir pa rtne r ro le s  in co -
o pe ra tio n.   
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S TUDENTS  TA S KS : 

Ma ke  a  s tudy circle  g ro up wo rking  o n the  co nce pt
(is s ue ): “Building  the  o rie nta tio n to wa rds  the  ide a
o f bridg ing  ho m e  a nd s cho o l” ·        think a bo ut ho w
to  e duca te  yo urs e lf a nd o the r pe o ple  (pa re nts  a nd
te a che rs ) in e ve ry co m po ne nt o f the  ‘o rie nta tio n
s e t’ (be lie fs , e s tim a tio ns , kno wle dg e , va lue s ,
a ttitude s , a nd be ha vio ra l te nde ncie s ) to  be
o rie nte d to wa rds  ho m e -s cho o l-co m m unity
pa rtne rs hips . Ho w to  pro vide  the m  with
info rm a tio n a bo ut the ir rig hts , re s po ns ibilitie s ,
a nd po s s ibilitie s  o f g e tting  s uppo rt o n s o lving
the ir pro ble m s  with childre n, e tc.  us e  the  no te s  in
the  a bo ve  ta ble

Pre pa re  a  s ta te  o f the  a rt. re po rt info rm ing  o f the
s tudy circle  wo rk o n the  to pic: “Building  the
o rie nta tio n to wa rds  the  ide a  o f bridg ing  ho m e  a nd
s cho o l”

Think a bo ut ho w to  e duca te  yo urs e lf a nd o the r
pe o ple  (pa re nts  a nd te a che rs ) in e ve ry
co m po ne nt o f the  ‘o rie nta tio n s e t’ (be lie fs ,
e s tim a tio ns , kno wle dg e , va lue s , a ttitude s , a nd
be ha vio ra l te nde ncie s ) to  be  o rie nte d to wa rds
ho m e -s cho o l-co m m unity pa rtne rs hips . Ho w to
pro vide  the m  with info rm a tio n a bo ut the ir rig hts ,
re s po ns ibilitie s , a nd po s s ibilitie s  o f g e tting
s uppo rt o n s o lving  the ir pro ble m s  with childre n,
e tc.  us e  the  no te s  in the  a bo ve  ta ble

Pre pa re  a  s ta te  o f the  a rt. re po rt info rm ing  o f the
s tudy circle  wo rk o n the  to pic: “Building  the
o rie nta tio n to wa rds  the  ide a  o f bridg ing  ho m e  a nd
s cho o l”
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