
Making contact with a refugee parent
T his workshop is desig ned f or mig rant  parent s in a special sit uat ion. His workshop was
done wit h ref ug ee parent s. T heir sit uat ion of  residence is unst able, t hey live in a ref ug ee
camps wait ing  f or a special st at us which help t hem t o st art  t o build more st abel f ut ure. It
cause some specif ic problems wit h int eg rat ion in school, t he mot ivat ion t oward
int eg rat ion is low and st ress is very hig h.

This  wo rks ho p is  de s ig ne d fo r this  kind o f a
s itua tio n. The  m a in a im  is  to  dis co ve r a  cultura l
diffe re nce  which is  a  pro ble m  in funcio ning  o f a
m ig ra nt child in a  s cho o l a nd pre pa re d a  ba s e  fo r
co o pe ra tio n be twe e n m ig ra nt pa re nts  a nd a
s cho o l. Fo r this  re a s o n it will  be  g o o d whe n the
m e m be rs  o f a  wo rks ho p will  be  a s  we ll m ig ra nt
pa re nts  a s  we ll te a che rs  o f a  g ive n s cho o l. S o  tha t
the  m e e ting  co uld be  he ld in a  nice  a tm o s phe re , a
ple a s a nt pla ce  a nd s uita ble  tim e  fo r pa re nts  a re
to  be  cho s e n. If it is  ne ce s s a ry, the  o rg a nize rs
s ho uld pro vide  pro fe s s io na l ca re  fo r wo rks ho p
pa rticipa nts ' childre n. It s e e m s  the  pre s e nce  o f
inte rpra to r o f na tive  la ng ua g e  o f pa re nts  is  ve ry
im po rtna t. But, wha t it is  im po rta nt s he /he  m a ke
tra ns la tio n  fo r te a che r ( o r pe rs o n who  do  the
wo rks ho p), he / s he  he lps  pa re nts  with pre s e nting
the ir ide a s  fo r te a che r.
 
Pa rt A .
Obje ctive : m a king  pa re nts  a nd s cho o l wo rke rs
a wa re  o f cultura l diffe re nce s  a nd the ir s ig nifica nce
in s cho o l co nta cts
 
I.The  inte g ra tio n o f a  g ro up (pa re nts  a nd s cho o l
wo rke rs )
 
E xe r c i s e  1       
The  pre s e nta tio n: e a ch pa rticipa nt pre s e nts  the ir
vis iting  ca rd: the y write  the  firs t na m e  a nd dra w
the  s ym bo l o f s o m e thing  the y like  do ing  o r the
s ym bo l o f o wn cha ra cte ris tic the y like  in
the m s e lve s . A fte r tha t the y s ha re  the  info rm a tio n.
I dre w tha t be ca us e ........, I m o s t like  this ........ e tc.
 
This  e xe rcis e  ca n he lp to  e s ta blis h a  le ve l o f
la ng ua g e  ca pa bility o f a  m ig ra nt pa re nt,
co m m unica tio n s kills , le ve l o f o pe ne s s  in the
g ro up.
 

E xe r c i s e  2          On the  ta ble  the re  a re  picture s , o n
which s m ile s  a re  pa inte d. Ea ch m o the r cho o s e s
the  s ym bo l o f s m ile  which cha ra cte rize s  the ir
child's  s m ile . The y e xpla in to  e a ch o the r why the y
ha ve  cho s e n a  g ive n s m ile  s ym bo l a nd wha t it
m e a ns  to  the m . This  is  s m ile  o f m y
s o n/da ug hte rbe ca us e  ........., This  s m ile  is  the  m o s t
like  s m ile  o f m y chldre n be cus e ......
 
This  e xe rcis e  ca n s ho w e a ch child a s  a n individua l
a s  we ll fo r the  m o the rs  a s  we ll fo r the  te a che rs .
Thro ug h this  e xe rcis e  we  ca n lo o k fo r the  diffe re nt
inte rpre ta tio n o f a  s ym bo l. Thro ug h s to rie s  a bo ut
s m ile s  we  ta lks  a bo ut childre n - the ir ide ntity,
the ir s e lf. We  ca n dis co ve r wha t we  inte rpre t a s  a
g o o d fe a ture  o r ba d in o ur childre n.
 
E xe r c i s e  3       
Mo the rs  a re  divide d into  fo ur- a nd five -pe rs o n
g ro ups . Ea ch g ro up dra ws  a  fig ure  o f child o n big
s he e ts  o f pa pe r. Mo the rs ' ta s k is  to  lis t the ir
childre n's  po s itive  cha ra cte ris tics  o n o ne  s ide  a nd
ne g a tive  o ne s  a nd unde s ira ble  be ha vio rs  o n the
o the r.
While  wo rking , m o the rs  will  s po nta ne o us ly be g in
to  ta lk a bo ut the ir childre n in g ro ups . The
co nve rs a tio n s ho uld be co m e  a  g e ne ra l dis cus s io n
a t a n a ppro pria te  m o m e nt.
 
This  e xe rcis e  ca n he lp to  dis co ve r diffre nce  in
intre pre ta tio n o f a  child be ha vio ur a nd ca n s ho w
a n ide a l type  o f s e lf in a n m ig ra nt pa re nts  e ye s .
This  e xe rcis e  ne e ds  a  lo t o f co o pe ra tio n,
dis cus s io ns  a nd it is  im po rta nt tha t in e a ch g ro up
s ho uld be  a  te a che r o f a  s cho o l. A dditio na lly this
e xe rcis e  s ho w ve ry cle a rly the  diffe re nce  be twe e n
child be ha vio ur`a nd the ir s e lf.  
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  II.Co m m unica tio n pa rt (cultura l diffe re nce s  a nd
the ir influe nce  o n the  s itua tio n o f childre n, the ir
pa re nts  a nd s cho o l wo rk).  
E xe r c i s e  4       
The  divis io n o f m e e ting  pa rticipa nts  into  two
g ro ups : the  re d g ro up a nd the  g re e n o ne .
Ea ch m o the r is  g ive n a n a ppro pria te  ins tructio n
(re d o r g re e n), in which the  wa y o f be ha vio ur o f
e ithe r g ro up is  cha ra cte rize d (co m ple te ly
o ppo s ite  - thus , e .g . if the  re d lo o k s tra ig ht into
e ye s , the  g re e n a vo id e ye  co nta ct; if the  re d s pe a k
brie fly a nd to  the  po int, the  g re e n a nd s pe a k in a
le ng thy wa y e tc). The  ins tructio n, co m po s e d o f
a bo ut 6-8 cha ra cte ris tics , s ho uld be  pre pa re d
e a rlie r a nd printe d in a n a ppro pria te  num be r o f
co pie s . Pa rticipa nts ' ta s k is  to  ha ve  a
co nve rs a tio n a bo ut a  fre e ly cho s e n s ubje ct with
s e ve ra l o the rs . It is  im po rta nt to  m a ke  s ure  tha t
m o the rs  do  no t kno w which ins tructio ns  o the r
pe rs o ns  ha ve  be e n g ive n.
The  a ctivity dura tio n - a ppro x. 10 m inute s .
 
While  s um m ing  up, m o the rs  s ha re  the ir ide a s
re g a rding  the  co nve rs a tio n: with who m  the y fo und
it e a s ie r to  ta lk, with who m  it wa s  m o re  difficult;
wha t a re  the  ca us e s  o f it. The  re s ult s ho uld be  the
co nclus io n tha t o ne  s ho uld le a rn a bo ut the
cus to m s  a nd culture  o f pe o ple  fro m  o the r culture s ,
be ca us e  it fa cilita te s  co m m unica tio n.
 
E xe r c i s e  5       
Pa rticipa nts  a re  divide d into  5- o r 6-pe rs o n
g ro ups . The  ta s k o f g ro ups  is  to  lis t pro ble m s
which the y e nco unte r a t s cho o l (wha t the y do  no t
unde rs ta nd, wha t is  diffe re nt?) o n o ne  s ide ;
po s itive  po int in the  re la tio n s cho o l - im ig ra nt
pa re nt/s tude nt o n the  o the r s ide  - o n a  big  s he e t
o f pa pe r.
A ll  g ro ups  pre s e nt the  m a te ria l pre pa re d, the n
the y dis cus s  to g e the r which o f the  po s itive  po ints
a nd pro ble m s  re s ult fro m  cultura l diffe re nce s ,
fro m  the  la ck o f kno wle dg e  o f e .g . e duca tio na l la w
o f a  g ive n co untry, a nd which a re  co m m o n fo r a ll
childre n, a nd which re s ult o nly fro m  the ir
individua l cha ra cte ris tics . The  pro ble m s  lis te d
during  the  a ctivity will  be co m e  the  ba s is  o f the
ne xt o ne , te a ching  pro pe r s o lving  child's  s cho o l
pro ble m s  (s e e  be lo w).  

III.Info rm a tio n pa rt. A  s ho rt le cture  o n the  s ys te m
o f e duca tio n in Po la nd.   The  m e e ting  is  finis he d
with the  wo rk e va lua tio n. Pa rticipa nts  a re  a s ke d to
s ha re  the ir ide a s  a bo ut the  m e e ting . Eve rybo dy is
invite d to  the  s e co nd pa rt o f the  wo rks ho p.
 

Pa rt B.
Obje ctive : S e a rching  fo r fo rm s  a nd m e tho ds  o f
co lla bo ra tio n o f the  im m ig ra nt a nd s cho o l.

I.The  inte g ra tio n o f m e e ting  pa rticipa nts .
 
E xe r c i s e  1       
The  inte g ra tio n a ctivity: "Eve rybo dy who  ...".
Pa rticipa nts  s it o n cha irs  a rra ng e d in a  circle . One
pe rs o n (who  ha s  no  cha ir) s ta nds  in the  m iddle
a nd s a ys : Tho s e  who  .... (e .g . a re  we a ring  g la s s e s , a
wa tch e tc.)
The n the  pa rticipa nts  to  who m  fit this
cha ra cte ris tic cha ng e  the  pla ce .
 
E xe r c i s e  2       
Pa rticipa nts  a re  divide d into  na tio na l g ro ups  (o r
m ulticultura l o ne s ) a nd pre pa re  a  s ho rt
pre s e nta tio n, cha ra cte rizing  a n e le m e nt o f the ir
culture . Fo r e xa m ple , the y ca n s ing  a  fo lk o r
na tio na l s o ng , pe rfo rm  a  da nce  typica l o f the ir
re g io n o r ta lk a bo ut a n inte re s ting  ha bit o r
cus to m .
 

II.Co m m unica tio n pa rt. Fo rm s  a nd m e tho ds  o f
co o pe ra tio n.
 
E xe r c i s e  3          The  s ce ne : "Le a rning  ne w wo rds  a nd
e xpre s s io ns ": by a cting  the  s ce ne  the  pre s e nte rs
m o de l the  s itua tio n, in which the  s tude nt, no t
kno wing  the  la ng ua g e  o f the  m a jo rity, e nte rs  a
ne w e nviro nm e nt. The  dis cus s io n ba s e d o n the
s ce ne  re g a rds  the  fe e ling s  a nd e xpe rie nce s  o f
im m ig ra nts ' childre n within the  firs t da ys  a t
s cho o ls  a nd pro ble m s  co nce rning  co m m unica tio n.
The  dis cus s io n is  co nducte d s o  tha t o ne  co uld
s ug g e s t co ncre te  wa ys  a nd m e tho ds  o f
s uppo rting  the  child by pa re nts  a nd s cho o l in
le a rning  a  ne w la ng ua g e .

E xe r c i s e  4          The  s ce ne : "Co nflict a nd the ir
s ig nifica nce  in the  child's  s cho o l l ife ": Wo rks ho p
pre s e nte rs  a ct
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s ce ne s  s ho wing  a  va rie ty o f difficult m a tte rs  a nd
co nflicts , which ha ve  a ppe a re d in ta s k 5 in pa rt A .
A fte r e a ch s ce ne  a  dis cus s io n re g a rding  the
pro ble m  pre s e nte d is  co nducte d. Pre s e nte rs
co lle cts  pa re nts ' o pinio ns  a nd ide a s  a nd lis te n to
the  pro po s a ls  re g a rding  ho w to  pre ve nt co nflicts
a nd ho w to  s o lve  pro ble m s . The  te a che rs  a nd the
s cho o l pe da g o g ue  who  a re  pre s e nt s ho uld
pa rticipa te  a ctive ly in the  dis cus s io n. It is  wo rth
de vo ting  o ne  o f the  s ce ne s  to  the  pro ble m  o f
a g g re s s io n a t s cho o l (e .g . a  s ce ne  pre s e nting  a
co nve rs a tio n be twe e n a  te a che r a nd a  pa re nt
a bo ut the  child's  a g g re s s ive  be ha vio ur a t s cho o l).
In the  e nd pa rticipa nts  write  to g e the r o n big
s he e ts  o f pa pe r ho w the y s ho uld re a ct in difficult
s itua tio ns  re g a rding  the  child a t s cho o l.

E xe r c i s e  5          A  fre e  co nve rs a tio n re g a rding  the
po s s ibility o f co o pe ra tio n be twe e n the  s cho o l a nd
pa re nts , who s e  re s ult m a y be  e .g . the  ide a  o f
o rg a nizing  by pa re nts  a  s cho o l e ve nt, a im ing  to
fa m ilia rize  the  s cho o l co m m unity with the ir
culture ; the  ide a  o f pre pa ring  to g e the r m a te ria ls
which ca n he lp s tude nts  a nd the ir pa re nts
functio ning  in the  re a lity which is  ne w to  the m  e tc.

III.Info rm a tio n pa rt. A  le cture  o n the  rig hts  a nd
dutie s  o f the  s tude nt in the  Po lis h s cho o l.  
Wo rks ho ps  a re  finis he d with s um m ing  up a nd
co lle cting  pa rticipa nts ' o pinio ns  re g a rding  the
m e e ting s .
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