
Parent networks
Mig rant  parent s are def init ely prepared t o enlarg e chances f or t heir children t o a bet t er
f ut ure. T hey experience ever so of t en t heir ef f ort s t o f ail. At t ent ion and support  f or t heir
ef f ort s is more t han necessary. T here is a st rong  need f or ext ra inf ormat ion about
children’s development  and educat ion. Specially about  subject s t hat  parent s quest ion and
doubt . Also t here is a st rong  need f or exchang ing  experiences wit h ot her parent s and wit h
prof essionals.

To  m a ke  a  s ta rt with g iving  e xtra  s uppo rt to
m ig ra nt pa re nts  it is  ne ce s s a ry to  cre a te  a
s itua tio n whe re  pa re nts  fe e l a cce pte d a nd s a fe , s o
tha t the y ca n bring  the ir wo rrie s  a nd pro ble m s
a bo ut e ve ryda y life  o ut in the  o pe n.

S e tting  up a  Pa re nts  Ne two rk o n a  lo ca l le ve l is  a
wa y to  o rg a nize  a ctivitie s  in the  ne ig hbo urho o d,
tha t g ive  pa re nts  ( i .c. m o the rs ) the  o ppo rtunity to
live  the ir cultura l ide ntity in a  s itua tio n tha t is
fa m ilia r with the  cultura l ba ckg ro unds . S uch a
pa re nts  ne two rk ca n be  a  lo ca tio n tha t fo cus e s  o n
info rm a tio n, s cho o ling  a nd s uppo rt o f m o the rs . S o
this  lo ca tio n ha s  a  triple  functio n. A ctivitie s
de ve lo pe d ha ve  no  inte ntio n to  dis cus s  o r re je ct
the  tra ditio na l s tyle  o f e duca tio n, but will  de ve lo p,
e nla rg e  a nd s tre ng the n invo lve m e nt a nd s kills  o f
pa re nts  a nd o ptim a lize  the  ho m e -s cho o l re la tio n.

This  a ppro a ch s ta rts  fro m  the  m o the rs
pe rs pe ctive . The  a ctivitie s  m e e t the  ne e ds  tha t
a re  fo rm ula te d by the  m o the rs  the m s e lve s . S e lf-
co nfide nce  a nd a lre a dy a cquire d kno wle dg e  a nd
s kills  will  be  e m pha s ize d a nd e nla rg e d. The  a cting
o f m o the rs  will  be  s tre ng the ne d  by re fle ctio n,
re le va nt info rm a tio n a nd s cho o ling , s o  tha t the ir
s uppo rting  be ha vio r in the  fa m ily but a ls o  in the
s cho o l im pro ve s .

S o  the  Pa re nts  Ne two rk a im s  a t s tim ula ting
s o cie ta l pa rticipa tio n co ns ide ring  the  cultura l
ba ckg ro und a nd m a king  e duca tio na l pro ble m s
dis cus s a ble  a nd s o lva ble .
Org a nizing  a nd e duca ting  pa re nts  a t a
ne ig hbo urho o d le ve l pre pa re s  pa re nts  fo r
pa rticipa ting  in a  fa m ilia r a nd s a fe  co nte xt firs t,
be fo re  inviting  the m  to  the  s cho o l co nte xt.
  This  a ppro a ch o f Pa re nts

Ne two rks  is  ba s e d o n the  “Oude rpunt” (Pa re nts
Po int) m e tho d.

This  m e tho d pre s um e s  e ve ry ne ig hbo urho o d
ha s  its  o wn ‘ke y fig ure s ’. A  ke y fig ure  m e e ts  the
fo llo wing  de s criptio n: s he  ha s  a  ce rta in le ve l o f
de ve lo pm e nt, e ng a g e m e nt a nd fa m ilia rity with
We s te rn s o cie ty. Ke y m o the rs  a re  a n a cce pte d
e xe m pe l fo r the  ne ig hbo urho o d.

Eve ry ke y m o the r kno ws  a t le a s t o ne  o the r
m o the r who  trus ts  he r. The  g ro up o f ke y
m o the rs  cre a te s  the  ‘firs t circle ’. Othe r m o the rs ,
lo ca l ins titutio ns  a nd s cho o l a re  in the  ‘s e co nd
circle ’.

The  m o the rs  s e e  the m s e lve s  a s  a  g ro up with
co m m o n s ha re d inte re s ts : e xcha ng ing
e xpe rie nce s , a dvis ing , s uppo rting  a nd
a cco m pa nying  e a ch o the r in e duca tio n o f the
childre n, s cho o l co nta cts , s o cia l wo rke rs  a nd
ins titutio ns .

The  o rg a niza tio n o f this  co m m o n inte re s t ta ke s
pla ce  in a ctivitie s  a ro und a nd by the  Pa re nts
Ne two rk. It is  ne ce s s a ry to  put to g e the r a  s tro ng
g ro up o f ke y m o the rs  fro m  the  ne ig hbo urho o d
to  be  the  ‘ca r pulle rs ’ o f this  pro je ct.

This  ke y g ro up is  co a che d by a  pro fe s s io na l a nd
o rg a nize s  s e s s io ns  a nd a ll  kinds  o f a ctivitie s
fo r a nd with m o the rs , s o m e tim e s  to g e the r with
a n ins titute  o f e duca tio n.

The  ke y g ro up ca n m e dia te  be twe e n pa re nts
a nd ins titutio ns .

Pa re nts  he lp o the r pa re nts  be s t, be ca us e  o f the
dire ct co nta ct a nd unde rs ta nding .
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S cho o l a nd o the r lo ca l ins titutio ns  ca n a s k the
co o pe ra tio n o f the  Pa re nts  Ne two rk to  s e t up a
pro je ct to g e the r, o r to  co nta ct pa re nts  tha t a re
difficult to  a ppro a ch.

E xa m p l e s  o f  g o o d  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  P a r e n t s                                   
Ne t w o r k s        On thre e  lo ca tio ns  in Ro tte rda m  (
Pe ndre cht, Zuidwijk a nd Be ve rwa a rd dis tricts )
Pa re nts  Ne two rks  a re  e s ta blis he d a nd ha ve
s ucce e de d in re a lizing  g o o d co o pe ra tio n be twe e n
o rg a niza tio ns  o f diffe re nt e thnica l ba ckg ro unds ,
s cho o ls , s o cia l wo rk, we llne s s  o rg a niza tio ns ,
inha bita nts  a nd the  lo ca l de pa rtm e nt.  
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s             
S cho o l a re  o f co urs e  the  firs t re s po ns ible  to
info rm  pa re nts  a bo ut the  ins  a nd o uts  o f the
s cho o l s ys te m , the  ho m e  – s cho o l co m m unica tio n
a nd pa re nts  pa rticipa tio n. But this  ca n o nly be
s ucce s s ful if ne ce s s a ry co nditio ns  a re  ta ke n into
co ns ide ra tio n:

The  s cho o l m us t de ve lo p a  cle a r vis io n o n pa re nts
pa rticipa tio n a nd o n ho w to  info rm  a nd co a ch
the m .
Pa re nts  m us t be  ta ke n s e rio us , m us t be  invo lve d
in g e tting  the  pro ble m s  cle a r a nd invite d to
fo rm ula te  the ir he lp que s tio ns . S cho o l s ho uld no t
s to p a fte r o ne  pro je ct, but ke e p o rg a nizing
co ntinuing  a ctivitie s .  
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